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ABOUT THE COVER
Okmulgee County is home 

to Oklahoma State
University Institute of

Technology (OSUIT). At 
the main entrance on 4th 
Street, Okmulgee stands 
a 12-foot bronze statue of 
Frank Eaton, commonly 

known as Pistol Pete, the 
official mascot of OSU. 

The statue was sculpted 
by Oklahoma artist Wayne 

Cooper, who has had
pieces displayed in

galleries and museums 
all over the world. Cooper 
specializes in Western art 

on large canvases and
larger-than life sculptures.
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County Life
County tournament
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The Muscogee (Creek) Nation Okmul-
gee County Basketball Tournament bridg-
es the gap between eight communities, 
bringing them under one roof for a week 
of sportsmanship, competition and fun. 
The county tournament has always been 
an integral event for the schools in Okmul-
gee County and was first started in the 70s. 

The Muscogee Creek Nation (MCN) has 
helped schools come together and has 
taken the tournament under its wing. In 
recent years, the schools have partnered 
with the MCN’s Tourism and Recreation 
department to host the tournament at the 
Mvskoke Creek Dome, located in Okmul-
gee. 

When they joined the Muscogee Creek 
Nation in 2017, Kyle Lee, director of tour-
ism, and Phillip Agee, recreation manag-
er, set their sights to hosting the Okmul-
gee County Tournament. 

“That was a big goal to get this tourna-
ment just because we knew how special it 
is to the community and we thought we 
could present it in a different way,” Lee 
said. “So, we worked and got funding to 
put in a brand new hardwood floor about a 
year and a half ago and our seats were put 
in at the same time.” 

After the renovations were complete, 

Lee and Agee approached school officials 
and were soon in charge of the Okmulgee 
County Tournament.

“We were awarded the tournament two 
months later in January, so we worked 
pretty quickly once we got our building 
upgraded,” Lee said. “We hope to host it 
for as long as the schools will have it.” 

 In the winter of 2019, the first ever MCN 
Okmulgee County Tournament was host-
ed at the Mvskoke Dome and, from there, 
the Creek Nation and the eight schools 
have worked together to create a fun, en-
gaging community event for the whole 
county. 

“Last year was our first ever basketball 
tournament so we learned a lot from it,” 
Lee said. “So, it was just a good learning 
experience and this year we were more 
comfortable doing the tournament.” 

According to Lee, the tournament was 
able to flow better and receive more fund-
ing from sponsors. Basketball teams, fans 
and school officials also became familiar 
with the layout of the building. 

“It was a lot less stress on our end,” Lee 
said. “It was smoother for the attendees 
and the teams too. They knew our build-
ing and they knew where to go. They knew 
our parking, so I think everyone had more 

familiarity here.” 
One of the biggest benefits the schools 

have seen from partnering with the MCN 
is not only a bigger venue for its tourna-
ment, but they also receive a portion of 
the gate fees. This year’s tournament col-
lected a total of $20,386 with each school 

by KAITLYN DILLARD

The Okmulgee Lady Bulldogs reached the 
championship this year, falling to the Mor-
ris Lady Eagles. Okmulgee senior McKen-
zie James reaches for a rebound, fighting 
past Morris’ Kacey Klimek.

Schools, cities benefit from Okmulgee County Tournament tradition



receiving $2,548.
The Okmulgee County Tour-

nament not only embodies 
the community between eight 
county high schools, but also 
provides a stage for the MCNto 
display its cultural heritage.

“One thing that we do dif-
ferently here that wasn’t done 
in the past is we have a few 
cultural elements from the 
tribe,” Lee said. “So, we have 
the national anthem sang in 
Creek some nights. We have 
our honor guard from our 
tribe present the colors each 

day, which is kind of neat and 
different. I think we just make 
it a comfortable environment 
for everyone. We have got tons 
of parking, we have lots of se-
curity here so people feel safe.”

 Participants in the Okmul-
gee County Tournament in-
clude Okmulgee, Henryetta, 
Morris, Beggs, Preston, Dew-
ar and Schulter and Wilson. 
These eight separate commu-
nities showcase the talent, 
hard work and culture that 
make their cities and schools 
special.

Beggs junior Kendal Daniels slam dunks during the 2020 MCN 
Okmulgee County Tournament. The annual event brings each 
team from the county together for exciting head-to-head match-
ups.
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Preparing Youth 
for Future
Responsibilities
County Scouts keep involved in community

County Life
scouts
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Okmulgee Scouts
Character development and 

community involvement is 
important to the young men 
involved in the Okmulgee Cub 
Scout and Boy Scout Pack 102.

The Boy Scouts of America 
(BSA) mission is to “prepare 
young people to make ethical 
and moral choices over their 
lifetimes by instilling in them 
the values of the Scout Oath 
and Law.”

Okmulgee Boy Scout Troop 
102 began five years ago and 
Robert Marek Jr. is the scout-
master. Cub Scout Pack 102 is 
now in their third year, with 
Donnie Alexander as the cub-
master.

Troop 102 is part of the Sac & 
Fox District of the Indian Na-
tions Council which includes 
Beggs, Berryhill, Bristow, De-
pew, Glenpool, Henryetta, 
Hichita, Kellyville, Morris, 
Mounds, Okemah, Okmulgee, 
Preston, Prue, Sand Springs, 
Sapulpa, Schulter, West Tulsa 
and Weleekta.

There are approximately 35 
members active in the orga-
nization,  according to Carrie 
Marek, who works alongside 

her husband in troop activi-
ties. There are nine registered 
Boy Scouts and one Eagle 
Scout, Robert Marek III. Eagle 
Scout is the highest rank in the 
Boy Scouts of America.

“There are several others 
working toward becoming Ea-
gle Scouts,” Carrie said.

The scouts are 
always busy it 
seems. There 
are not only 
outdoor ac-
tivities or 
e d u c at i o n a l 
programs, but 
also commu-
nity projects.

The Scouts 
held two food 
drives last year, 
with items donated 
to Open Gate.

They collected 165 pounds of 
food that was donated to the 
program to help provide meals 
to those in need.

The Scouts also can be seen 
in December ringing the bells 
for the Salvation Army. Pack 
102 also visited Okmulgee 
nursing homes to sing Christ-
mas carols for the residents.

“We are a family,” Cubmas-
ter Alexander said. “We work 
together to build up the young 
people so they will become pos-
itive members of society.”

The scouts present flags and 
march at the Veterans Day Pa-
rade at OSUIT and place flags 
at the Okmulgee Cemetery 
for Memorial Day. The scouts 
remove flags after Memorial 

Day at a Tulsa Cem-
etery, and are 

in attendance 
at numerous 
programs, in-
cluding Relay 
for Life and 
the Martin 
Luther King 
Jr. Day Youth 
Program.

In February, 
Pack 102 held 

their Pinewood Der-
by event.

“They take a block of wood, 
make a car and then race 
them,” Carrie said. The event 
is held at the First Assembly 
of God Church in Okmulgee, 
which is where Pack 102 holds 
their meetings.

Cub Scouts meet at 6:30 p.m. 
on Monday, while the Boy 
Scouts meet at 6:30 p.m. on 

Tuesday.
As with any extracurricular 

activity, it costs money. There 
is always a need for support for 
this program that will help put 
the youth on a path to success. 
If you would like to sponsor a 
scout, make a donation, or get 
more information about the 
program, please contact Carrie 
Marek at 918-857-6112.

Henryetta Scouts
Cub Scouts, a program 

through the Boy Scouts of 
America, is making a popular 
comeback in Henryetta this 
year.

In 2018, there were 12 scouts 
signed Cub Scout Pack 118, 
which covers Henryetta, 
Schulter and Wilson.

After a sign-up meeting was 
held in mid-2019, the number 
of scouts has grown to nearly 
50.

Pack 118 Den Leader Zack 
Hawkins and wife Marie, as 
well as rank leaders, have been 
instrumental in the success 
of the program through their 
hard work and continued ded-
ication to these youth.

Ranks according to the Ad-
vancement Trail for the Cub 
Scouts include Lion for Kinder-

by PATRICK FORD & TRACY GOZA



garten, Tiger for first grade, 
Wolf for second grade, Bear for 
third grade, Webelos for fourth 
grade and Arrow of Light for 
fifth grade.

A Boy Scouts of America 
Advancement Trail tracks 
progresses of scouts toward 
earning badges based on their 
grade.

As Cub Scouts advance 
through ranks, they are pre-
sented with more challenges 
to continue building new skills 
and abilities.

Pack 118 scouts have partic-
ipated in many hands-on ac-
tivities and adventures to earn 
badges and work on their ranks 
this year including swimming, 
boating, fishing and cookouts 
at Nichols Park in Henryetta, 
popcorn and dinner fundrais-
ers, a Pinewood Derby and 
more. 

Plans are under way to create 
a custom scout outdoor camp-
ing cookbook which features 
each scout’s name, photo and a 
few of their favorite recipes.

Pack members continue to 
work on creating musical in-

struments from around the 
world as part of a skit. A rattle 
and a rain stick have been cre-
ated so far.

Wolves leader Otis Seamon 
said that every activity is based 
off of characters from the Jun-
gle Book.

Pack 118 works together with 
their leaders and their fami-
lies to showcase what they’ve 
learned while preparing for 
future challenges and adven-
tures.

Regular meetings are held 
every Monday night at the First 
Baptist Church in Henryetta at 
6:30 p.m. 

For more information, visit 
the Henryetta Cub Scout Pack 
118 page on Facebook.

Morris Scouts
Morris is home to Cub Scout 

Pack 287 and Boy Scout Troop 
298. Pack 287 meets Tuesday 
nights at 7 p.m. at the First 
United Methodist Church of 
Morris. The Okmulgee Times 
will have a feature on these 
scouts in an upcoming edition.
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Boy Scouts lead the OSUIT Veterans Day Parade.



Bringing communities to-
gether through sportsmanship 
and promoting wellness, the 
Okmulgee County YMCA is a 
hub of activities for a variety of 
age groups and fitness levels. 

The Okmulgee County 
YMCA offers a variety of youth 
programs that are geared to-
wards introducing them to dif-
ferent sports from basketball 
to cheer to swimming. 

Two of their youth programs 
have blossomed in the past 
few years, including the Surge 
Swim Team and the Okmul-
gee County Stars Cheer Squad. 
Both the swim and cheer teams 
take beginners and experts 
under their wing to create 
award-winning athletes. 

Okmulgee County YMCA’s 
founder, Virginia Broach, was 
the first to establish a swim 
team under the YMCA’s brand-
ing. For 30 years, the swim 
team thrived under her leader-
ship, but when she passed away 
numbers began to drop. 

“She was the swim coach 
for so many years,” Okmulgee 

County YMCA Youth Sports 
Director Jessica Thomason 
said. “She was a huge impact 
on our swim team. After she 
passed away, we kind of had a 
dip in numbers.”

The swim team was revived 
eight years ago when the YMCA 
hired Richard Manning. 

With a swim background, 
Manning’s involvement reju-
venated the Surge swim team 
and slowly built-up a state-
wide recognized program. He 
was eventually joined by Brian 
Thomason and Glen Fincher. 

Through the three coaches’ 
efforts, the swim team num-
bers jumped and they began to 
earn gold medals and recogni-
tion. 

“Through eight years, we 
have steadily grown numbers 
for the swim team,” Thomason 
said. “Over the last five years, 
we have really stamped down 
on a goal of trying to get a med-
al.” 

The Surge swimmers did 
just that this past summer 
when they claimed 1st place 

at the Tulsa Parks and Recre-
ation Summer Championship. 
According to Thomason, the 
swim program jumped from 
24 members in the summer of 
2018 to 45 swimmers this past 
summer. 

“Even from last year, we had 
about 23 swimmers and then 
over the summer we grew to 
43 swimmers, which says a lot 
about the program,” Thoma-
son said. “It says a lot about the 
coaches and about the parents 
and the swimmers.”

Okmulgee County  Stars
As a newer activity, the Ok-

mulgee County Stars have also 
grown in leaps and bounds this 
past season.

Coach Kaylee Vaughn 
evolved her tumbling classes 
into a competitive cheer pro-
gram for four to 16-year-olds. 
Also known as the OC Stars, 
Coach Vaughn worked with 
her cheerleading teams and be-
gan traveling to competitions.

“I had kids in my tumbling 
program who I felt like would 
excel in cheer too and they 
were a little younger,” Vaughn 

said. “I talked to some of those 
parents and they decided it 
would be fun to start a compet-
itive cheer program.” 

After two years, the OC Stars 
are beginning to make a name 
for themselves throughout the 
cheer world. The OC Stars Teal 
and Black squads, which are di-
vided by age, won medals at the 
American Spirit UMAC Cham-
pionship in Tulsa during the 
2019 season. 

“My main goal with it though 
is to have an outlet for kids who 
aren’t able to go to Tulsa or 
McAlester to Muskogee to the 
bigger cheer gyms there that 
are really expensive, but have 
the want and ability to do it,” 
Vaughn said. “So, it’s a good 
thing I think for the commu-
nity to have. I have girls from 
Morris, Okmulgee, Beggs, Pres-
ton…I have kids from most of 
the schools around here.” 

The YMCA is a hub of activ-
ity that provides an outlet for 
children to learn about sports-
manship and grow a love for a 
variety of sports. See below for 
programs the YMCA offers to 
children in Okmulgee County. 

Find your fit at the YMCA
County non-profit offers variety of programs

County Life
YMCA
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by KAITLYN DILLARD

The Okmulgee County YMCA, 106 W 13th in Okmulgee, is one of the 
state’s 12 locations, offering a slew of great programs and opportuni-
ties to keep the community healthy and in good shape.



A loud rumbling can be heard coming from 
the Okmulgee County YMCA gymnasium this 
basketball season. The Oklahoma City Thun-
der partnered with 25 YMCA branches this 
year, including the Okmulgee County YMCA. 
Through its new partnership, the YMCA 
hopes to bring new attention to one of its 
prominent youth sports. In 2019, the Oklaho-
ma City Thunder basketball program pledged 
to assist 25 additional YMCA branches in 
building retention, creating a new brand and 
attracting new participants to the program. 

“They really wanted to embrace us, because 
the YMCA invented basketball,” Okmulgee 
County YMCA Youth Sports Director Jessica 
Thomason said. “So, it was just kind of like 
hand-in-hand type of thing. So, with us, we 
decided to partner and we started our winter 
league.” 

The partnership provided the youth coach-
es the chance to attend an extensive clinic pri-
or to the start of the 2019 winter league. Not 
only did participants receive specialty Thun-
der basketball jerseys but received ticket op-
portunities to attend games. 

“They partnered with the Thunder and 
branded it YMCA Thunder Youth Basketball 
League and with that our volunteer coaches 
get certain perks and they are able to be nom-
inated for Coach of the Year,” Thomason said. 
“There’s different basketball games that the 
Thunder play that are for [the league]. They 
have YMCA Thunder night and stuff like 
that.”

According to Thompson, the Okmulgee 
County YMCA had 150 children enrolled in 
their winter league this year. Though the pro-
gram only saw a small increase, she has hopes 
that the Thunder brand will build a reputa-
tion within the community and inspire oth-
ers to join. 

“We saw some jump in our numbers, but 
not like what we wanted,” Thomason said. “I 
think that as we continue, our program will 
grow and we are planning on doing a summer 

league this summer too. We’ve never tried a 
youth summer basketball league before, but 
there’s a need for it.” 

The Thunder Basketball League is open to 
children from the ages of four to 11-years-old 
and all teams are co-ed. To balance numbers 
within the league, September 1 is the cutoff 
for the age criteria. Practice days and games 
are determined by the volunteer coaches. 

“By expanding the league with our partners 
at the YMCA to further branches across the 
state, we are able to help foster a love for the 
game at a young age and impact more youth 
through a developmental platform,” Michelle 
Matthews, manager of Thunder Youth Bas-
ketball, said. “We are excited for the upcom-
ing season and look forward to seeing athletes 
of all skill levels that take the court in the 
coming months.” 

Oklahoma City Thunder and the YMCA 
first began partnering to bring communities 
youth basketball leagues in 2018. Oklahoma 
City and Cleveland County locations were 
the first YMCA locations to participate and 
showed a 2.3 percent increase in all locations. 

For more information about the Thun-
der Basketball league, contact the Okmulgee 
YMCA at 918-756-6677.

Bringing the
Thunder

YMCA partnership inspires new generation of ballers

Ashleigh Hurt (1) attempts to block a shot from 
Kyliann Doke during an Okmulgee County 
YMCA Youth Thunder Basketball League. The 
program is open to children ages 4-11.

by KAITLYN DILLARD
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Just For Kicks 
Youth Co-Ed Soccer
Children from four to 

12-years-old can participate in 
an indoor and outdoor league 
throughout the season. Teams 
are co-ed with practice and 
game days selected by volun-
teer coaches. Players who are 
six and older are required to 
bring their own shin guards. 
The YMCA provides all other 
necessary equipment for prac-
tices and games. 

Gojy-Ryu Karate
Rocky Conway teaches ad-

vanced and beginners classes 
Monday and Tuesday evenings. 
Conway uses his 30 years of 
experience to implement the 
philosophy of karate, while 
coaching participants in the 
technical skill required to mas-
ter karate. New students may 
begin classes the first Monday 
of the month. Beginner classes 
are from 5:30-6:30 p.m. with 
advanced classes following 
from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

Flag Football 
The YMCA Flag Football 

program introduces the sport 
to boys and girls aged four to 
11-years-old. Volunteer coaches 
teach participants the funda-
mentals of football and work 
with them on individual skills 
to improve their skill level and 
knowledge of the game. 

Homeschool Fitness
Program
The Okmulgee County YM-

CA’s homeschool physical ed-
ucation program is aimed at 
children from six to 18-years-
old. Through planned physical 
activity, the program not only 
promotes fitness but provides 
a safe environment for mental, 
emotional and social devel-
opment. Classes include both 
basic movement and exercise 
classes as well as team and in-
dividual sports. 

Contact the Okmulgee 
YMCA today at 918-756-6677 to 
learn about the variety of pro-
grams offered year-round.
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Deep Fork
Wildlife
Refuge
See nature at it’s finest

Nature lovers of all ages 
can finds things to enjoy at 
one of Okmulgee County’s 
hidden gems, the Deep Fork 
National Wildlife Refuge.

Encompassing 10,000 
acres along the Deep Fork 
River, the refuge is charged 
with protecting the bottom-
land hardwood forests of the 
river.

In the spring and summer 
months, visitors may see the 
brightly colored prothono-
tary warbler or painted bun-
ting.  Migrating songbirds 
are raising their chicks in the 
forest along with an abun-
dance of prairie wildflowers.

In the fall, visitors can see 
fox and grey squirrels gath-
ering acorns and nuts for the 
long winter. 

During the winter, Amer-
ican bald eagles can be seen 
perched on tree branches 
along the river.

Deep Fork NWR was estab-
lished in 1993. Todd Gallion 
is the refuge manager and 
Katie Bell serves as deputy 
manager. There are a total of 
six employees at the site.

The refuge is one of more 
than 550 in the United States 
administered by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. 

Visitors can see a vari-
ety of wildlife. During the 
spring, birds such as the 

brightly-colored prothono-
tary warbler and the painted 
bunting are abundant. There 
are turkey, squirrel, deer and 
plenty of fishing opportuni-
ties. 

The refuge headquarters 
office building was built in 
2011, located on Lavendar 
Road, south of Okmulgee just 
east of Highway 75.

Several improvements 
were completed in mid-Jan-
uary at the Cussetah Bot-
toms, according to Gallion.

“We replaced (the board-
walk) with composite deck-
ing and handrails and we 
also replaced the water con-
trol structure which gives us 
the capability of managing 
the water levels for the wet-
land which the boardwalk 
overlooks,” he said.

The project took about four 
months at a cost of $250,000 
with funds from the Fish and 
Wildlife Service.

The refuge is busy with nu-
merous activities through-
out the year, Bell stated.

“In May will be our 15th 
year for the Okmulgee Coun-
ty Archery Days for stu-
dents,” she said.

Approximately 120 kids at-
tend each day of the two-day 
event. Attendees participate 
in archery competitions, 
3D target shooting, shotgun 

by PATRICK FORD

Deep Fork Wildlife Refuge’s Cussetah Bottoms Boardwalk 
recently underwent improvements. Visitors can see a variety 
of wildlife throughout the year while walking the boardwalk 
and the area’s many trails.



training, camping and going 
on nature hikes.

“Anything that will get them 
out in nature,” Bell said. “We 
are looking at a number of 
events like establishing a fish-
ing clinic. We recently had a 
feral hog workshop which was 
very well attended.”

The refuge also presents a 

monthly program at the Mor-
ris Library.

The refuge maintains a fish-
ing area at Montezuma Creek, 
the Railroad Trail and River 
Overlook, the Cussetah Bot-
toms Boardwalk area, as well 
as 25 miles of trails and roads 
that connect with hunting and 
wildlife observation areas. 

Both amateur and profes-
sional photographers flock to 
the refuge to capture nature at 
it’s best. 

For those visitors looking 
for a place to take an after-
noon walk, the Cussetah Bot-
toms Boardwalk area provides 
ample opportunity to walk 
through the bottomland hard-
wood forest and enjoy the great 
outdoors.

“There are lots of roads and 
trails available for hiking but 
are underutilized,” Bell said.

Those wishing to have a 
guided tour can contact Ad-
ministrative Officer Jamie 
Kear at  the refuge to see what 
can be scheduled.

“You can also come on your 
own,” Gallion said. 

The office is open until 4 
p.m. but visitors can access the 
Cussetah Bottom boardwalk by 
using the adjacent parking lot. 

The refuge receives help 
from the Friends of the Deep 
Fork Wildlife Group.

“They’ve been a very big part 
of the refuge, helping us ac-
quire land, supporting us with 
events and activities and were 
a big part of the feral hog work-
shop recently,” Bell said.

Ricardo Pineda serves as 
president and John Hall is vice 
president.

The refuge is open from 7:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. 

Directions: Travel on High-
way 75 south of Okmulgee ap-
proximately six miles to Lav-
endar Road. Turn left onto 
Lavendar Road and follow it 
until it dead ends (about two 
miles). Turn left and follow 
250 Road approximately two 
miles. The Deep Fork National 
Wildlife Refuge headquarters 
and parking area is located on 
the right. Call 918-652-0456 for 
more information.
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Refuge Manager Todd Gallion 
and Deputy Katie Bell



County Life
Okmulgee Lakes
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Boating, fishing, hiking and 
camping. These are just a few 
of the many attractions the 
Okmulgee Lake offers and are 
a reason the lake has become 
a favorite destination for Ok-
mulgee residents and visitors 
from around the state. No mat-
ter the time of year, there is 
plenty to do and plenty to see at 
the lake. 

The lake was constructed in 
1927 and the municipal park 
that surrounds it was estab-
lished in 1963.

The park contains 1,075 acres 
of land and is filled with won-
derful hiking trails, camping 
and plenty of lookout points 
where people can park and en-
joy the scenery.

There are 72 primitive tent 
locations and 123 RV hookups 
available around the lake.

The camping sites are sep-
arated into three locations- 
Blackjack, Red Oak and Hicko-
ry Point Campgrounds.

The Blackjack area has en-
tirely primitive tent setups 
which do not have running wa-
ter or electric hookups. At the 
Blackjack area, campers can set 
up their tents right at the wa-
ter’s edge. These locations are 

popular with fishermen who 
are able to set up their fishing 
equipment from the comfort 
of their tents.

The Red Oak and Hickory 
Point locations have a combi-
nation of tent and RV with the 
RV locations featuring electric-
ity and water. The Red Oak lo-
cation also includes a handicap 
camping spot that has a larger 
camping area and is close to the 
bathrooms and shower site. 

During the last year or so, 
there have been several up-
dates to the lake designed to 
make it even easier for visitors 
to stay. 

“We built a storage unit area 
for boats and campers,” Public 
Works Director Ricky Pearson 
said. “Visitors can contact the 
lake store if they need to use 
it and it can be rented by the 
month or by the year. We’re re-
ally trying to make it available 
to their convenience.”

Public works has also in-
stalled lake docks to make it 
easier for those with boats to 
get on the lake as well as in-
stalling fees on the boat ramps. 
Users can pay either per use or 
buy a yearly pass that will let 
them use the ramps all year 

without worry. 
“It’s been a positive for most 

people using our lake,” Pear-
son. “They see the money the 
city has been spending on ev-
erything out there and they 
can see that those fees are go-
ing to a good cause and helping 
us keep up the lake. We don’t 
get many complaints, and 
many people are opting to get 
the yearly pass.” 

The yearly passes cost $50 or 
boat owners can opt to pay $2 
per day to use the ramps. 

Of course, if one can’t get out 
to the lake in the first place, 
then no one will want to go. 
With that in mind, public 
works has turned their eyes to 
improving some of the roads 
around the lake which needed 
some TLC. 

“The lower road which goes 
around the lake, that scenic 
road, it’s been overlaid and 
new asphalt has been laid all 
around it,” Pearson said. 

If you want to visit the lake 
but don’t want to spend the 
night or if you have a party to 
host, there are also shelters 
located throughout the park 
which can be rented for the 
day. The shelters are spread 
throughout the lake property. 

There are five locations in 
all which include the Oak Leaf, 
Big Rock, Pole, Beach and Clo-
vis shelters. Each shelter in-
cludes electricity, a grill and 

several tables. 
The shelters are also part of 

a fascinating bit of history for 
the town of Okmulgee.

Each of the shelters was 
built as a Works Progress Ad-
ministration (WPA) project. 
President Roosevelt created 
this program during the Great 
Depression to help boost the 
economy by hiring millions of 
job seekers and having them 
carry out public work projects 
throughout the country. 

The lake boasts 20 miles 
of wooded shoreline that is 
enjoyed by many fishermen. 
Some of the fish that can be 
caught in the lake include 
channel catfish, largemouth 
and smallmouth bass, sunfish 
and spotted bass.

Okmulgee Lake also attracts 
many people from around the 
state and has been described by 
many as the “hidden jewel” of 
Okmulgee.

“The whole lake and all the 
surrounding land is a nice, qui-
et and beautiful place,” Pearson 
said. “We have a lot of people 
coming from all over the state 
to come here. A lot of people 
didn’t know the lake was here 
and they visit once and then 
we’ll see them come back two 
or three times a summer just 
because this is such a nice, qui-
et lake with plenty to enjoy.”

Okmulgee &
Dripping Springs
Recreational Area
A get-away close to home

by JESSIE BRYDGES
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America’s Guardians Motor-
cyle Club (AGMC) Henryetta 
Chapter 46-B have been mak-
ing a positive impact in the 
community each year through 
continued and unwavering vol-
unteer efforts.

Comprised of area law en-
forcement, firefighters, med-
ical personnel as well as mil-
itary veterans, Henryetta’s 
non-profit chapter has been 
going strong for 13 years.

Current chapter members 
include: Theran Richards, 
President and his wife Greta, 
Secretary; Keith Wardlow, 
Vice-President and wife An-

gie; Jimmy Baker, Road Cap-
tain and wife Misty; Derrall 
Summers, Sargeant-At-Arms; 
Jerry Savoy; Jeremiah Savoy; 
Paul and Tammy Brown, Mary 
Hawk and Wade and Christina 
Rains.

All members are quick to 
volunteer and attend any ben-
efits and fundraisers including 
Feed the Vets, Valentine’s Day 
for Seniors, Thanksgiving for 
Seniors, Christmas parades, 
Shriners Toy Drive, Cruise 
Knight, Sorghum Days, rais-
ing funds for the Creek County 
Law Memorial and Oklahoma 
City’s Bombing Memorial Ride 

to Remember, to name a few.
They also attend various 

fundraisers in area communi-
ties to assist families with un-
expected hardships, pair with 
businesses and non-profit orga-
nizations including Walmart, 
Homeland and Dollar General, 
Lions Club, Veterans of Foreign 
Wars and the Masonic Lodge, 
providing community support 
and delivering special gifts and 
visiting with people in Dewar, 
Henryetta, Weleetka, Okemah, 
Holdenville and Yeager.

“It is really good to be able to 
step up and help the communi-
ty,” President Theran “Skoot-
er” Richards said.

The chapter pairs with four 
other groups, Red Nights, Fire 
& Wind, Bikers Down and Rock 
to help raise funds to be donat-
ed.

They also join two other 
clubs, Four Kings and Gun-
fighters, in the Oklahoma Law 
Ride, a public event to raise 
funds to support the Fallen 
Law Enforcement Memorial in 
Oklahoma City.

Volunteering and attend-
ing multiple weekend events 
sometimes, Henryetta’s AGMC 
Chapter participated in 66 
events in 2018 and 50 events in 

2019.
“Our club is very family-ori-

ented,” Theran said. “Whenev-
er the need is there to help, so 
are we.”

Theran and Greta said they 
and other members are able 
to have family time at events 
while supporting great causes.

For many of America’s 
Guardians, their reason for be-
ing a member is very personal. 

“More than likely it has to 
do with pride, duty, honor and 
service to country before self,” 
the AG website (www.agna-
tion.org) states. “It is some-
thing that was bred into us as 
children. For some of us it can 
never be defined other than 
something deep inside us that 
calls us from afar. Wherever 
there is a need to protect man-
kind, you will find us. We will 
be standing strong, ready to 
serve when called upon.”

All of the continued and 
selfless acts of the Henryetta 
AGMC Chapter have not gone 
unnoticed as area communi-
ties show their overwhelming 
gratitude to each and every 
member.

For more information about 
AGMC 46-B, email skooter@
agnation.org.

Community Impact
America’s Guardians
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America’s 
Guardians
Motorcycle 
Club

by TRACY GOZA

Selfless community heroes

AGMC shows their American 
pride after one of the many 
volunteer events they attend.

http://www.agna-tion.org/
http://www.agna-tion.org/
http://agnation.org/
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Hawthorne
Park gets 
new life with 
upgrades

The City of Okmulgee has 
finally completed a make-
over of Hawthorne Park.

Located on North Okmul-
gee Street, adjacent to Ok-
mulgee Primary School, the 
park holds something for all 
ages. 

The city added a 
three-quarter mile walk-
ing trail in 2017. A $160,000 
federal grant administered 
through the Oklahoma Tour-
ism Department now helps 
citizens stay healthy.

In 2018, the Okmulgee 
Skate Park, costing almost 
$400,000, was completed 
on the northern end of the 
complex. The facility allows 
skateboarding and bicycling 
enthusiasts to hone their 
skills.

Last year, a new splash pad 
was added in the park with 
numerous water features. 
The upgrade cost just under 
$18,000. A new pavilion pro-
vides ample shade for those 
needing a respite from the 
heat or having a picnic. 

With the installation of 
new brightly-colored play-
ground equipment, swings 
and slides, and even the addi-
tion of added parking, Haw-
thorne Park is now complete. 

The city, Creek Nation and 
Okmulgee Schools are also 
excited for the completion 

of the Safe Routes to School 
sidewalk project. An Okla-
homa Department of Trans-
portation grant made this 
project possible.

New sidewalks have been 
installed on Okmulgee Street 
from 6th Street to the Ox-
ford Apartments located 
just north of Eufaula Street. 
About a mile in length, the 
project cost approximately 
$800,000 with the Muscogee 
Nation paying a 20 percent 
match with federal funds.

All of these projects lie in 
Ward 2, whose representa-
tive on the Okmulgee City 
Council is Mickey Baldwin. 
He is a relative newcomer to 
the city.

Hawthorne was the first 
park he visited.

“When Marcie (my wife) 
and I came to Okmulgee   in 
2014, we started asking peo-
ple around town, ‘What are 
your top three wishes for 
Okmulgee?’” Baldwin said. 
“Ninety-percent of the re-
sponses were related to chil-
dren and youth—‘there is 
nothing for our kids to do.’”

With the additions to the 
park, Baldwin is happy to say 
there is plenty to do.

“Thanks to sales tax, spe-
cial funds and a lot of hard 
work from our very own Pub-
lic Works, this is an elite park 

by PATRICK FORD



for our city,” he said. “There is 
a lot of history in Ward 2, es-
pecially around north Okmul-
gee Avenue and we are making 
more of our own history today. 

“With every ribbon cutting 
ceremony for local achieve-
ments, such as the Fitness 
Court, Splash Pad, Skate Park, 
Walking Trail and now the 
new playground with pavilion 
at Hawthorne Park, there will 
always be people to remember 
for their hard work and vision 
for our growing city such as the 
late Roger Ballenger who grew 
up in Ward 2.  

“I think that one of the best 
ways to honor him and the 
hard work managed by Ricky 
Pearson and the public work 
crew is to strike up the band, 
bring the frisbee and pack a 
picnic in the next warm day,” 
Baldwin said.

The councilman is excited 
about the future of Okmulgee 
and he is looking forward to 
greater things happening in 
the area.

“For me, Okmulgee is a Des-
tination of Hope, but I didn’t 

always feel that way,” Baldwin 
said. “Early on as a boy, my fa-
ther didn’t stop in Okmulgee 
often as he was focused on Ti-
ger Mountain, Henryetta or 
Dallas to see friends.

“Many may still only see 
Okmulgee as a place to drive 
through even today.  But I am 
proud to live here, to serve on 
the City Council and to raise 
my children here. Yes, for me, 
Okmulgee is a place where 
one’s hopes and dreams can 
come to life,” Baldwin said.
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Community involvement 
and growth is the goal of the 
Okmulgee Young Profession-
als (OYP).

The organization began in 
2017 and is affiliated with the 
Okmulgee Chamber of Com-
merce.

Lane Pilkington serves as 
president, Richard Larabee is 
vice president and Jared Ca-
ble is  treasurer. Other board 
members are Mark Mabrey 
and Matthew Martin.

According to Pilkington, 
the group is comprised of 
community leaders ages 21-
40, but there are some high 
school Business Profession-
als of America (BPA) students 

working along with OYP.
The organization meets 

the last Monday of each 
month at different locations. 
Meetings are at 5:30 p.m. 
and the time is used to brain-
storm, review current proj-
ects and future events during 
the year.

“As a young professional 
group, we can connect you 
with current activities that 
OYP is either working on, 
volunteering for, or collab-
orating with,” Pilkington 
said. 

OYP is passionate about 
being involved in the com-
munity. That requires build-
ing relationships with peo-

OYP seeks
to grow

community
by PATRICK FORD
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ple and business leaders which 
leads to growth. As young pro-
fessionals, the members also 
desire to be advocates for the 
public school system, Pilking-
ton said.

When the group started in 
2017, they met with Okmulgee 
Schools Superintendent Renee 
Dove to find out the ‘pros and 
cons’ of the district. 

“Over the years, there has 
been lots of negative feedback 
about the school and we want-
ed to understand why and the 
reasoning behind it,” Pilking-
ton said.

After meeting with school 
administration, OYP members 
took a tour of the high school. 
The visit included discussions 
with science department fac-
ulty, manufacturing teachers 
and students in the ACE pro-
gram.

OYP was able to see first hand 
the outstanding projects and 
programs underway including 
the way students were learning 
in an environment different 
from typical schools.

Though not a civic organiza-
tion, OYP wanted to be more 
involved in projects by volun-
teering or collaborating with 
others.

As with any new group just 
beginning, money was an is-
sue.

“We had about $250 in the 
bank,” Pilkington said.

So the members decided on a 
fundraising event, which was a 
corn hole tournament.

The response was fantastic, 
according to Pilkington, as 
about 75 attended the event at 
The Lokal and 20 teams com-
peted.

OYP wanted to either work 
on a project or aid anoth-
er community effort. Their 
search led them to the Okmul-
gee Neighborhood Revitaliza-
tion Program.

Several OYP members volun-
teered to serve, however, they 
found themselves using their 
own tools or equipment for the 
cleanup work.

“I would load up the back 
of my pickup with all kinds of 
tools, which is wear and tear 
on your equipment, but we 
didn’t mind,” Pilkington said.

That lead to a brainstorm-
ing session by members - what 
if OYP supplied groups like 
ONRP, a church group or civ-

ic club who are wanting to do 
clean up around Okmulgee, 
with the tools and equipment 
needed?

Well, that vision has now 
become a reality thanks to the 
community.

Pilkington talked with Dr. 
Miranda Ruleford with Ok-
mulgee Family Dental, who 
graciously purchased an 18-
foot cargo trailer. The trailer 
will hold donations of new and 
used equipment - mowers, leaf 
blowers, trimmers, wheel bar-
rows, gloves - anything that 
can be used in a clean up proj-
ect.

Donations are still being 
sought to help stock the trail-

er, which bears the Okmulgee 
Young Professionals logo.

“Right now, we are just 
trying to get the trailer fully 
stocked,” Pilkington said, “and 
we are purchasing all supplies 
from community businesses 
and keeping the money local.”

There are currently about 50 
members, with about 25 in at-
tendance at their meetings. 

“But we have a good core 
group,” Pilkington said. 

If you wish to join the group, 
or wish to make a donation to 
help out in their community 
project, mail okmulgeeyp@
gmail.com or call the Okmul-
gee Chamber of Commerce of-
fice at 918-756-6172.
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Okmulgee Young Professionals President Lane Pilkington, Vice President Richard Larabee and 
Crystal Larabee discuss plans to improve the community during a monthly OYP meeting.

OYP recently purchased a new trailer to house tools and equip-
ment for cleanup projects.

http://gmail.com/
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Everyone enjoys a nice, clean 
neighborhood with attractive 
homes and lawns. But not all 
homeowners are able to keep 
up with the work required, 
whether it be a physical or fi-
nancial issue.

Thankfully, a local service is 
available for those in Okmul-
gee.

The Okmulgee Neighbor-
hood Revitalization Program 
(ONRP) is designed to help 
homeowners keep their prop-
erty free of health hazards, 
dilapidated structures, trash 
and weeds, and/or other public 
nuisances.

The ONRP provides volun-
teer assistance to those citizens 
who, due to circumstances 
beyond their control, cannot 
perform basic property main-
tenance tasks. Qualified recip-
ients benefit greatly from the 
temporary help.

Though ONRP is now in the 
third year of operation, the 
idea behind it and the effort to 
get the program off the ground 
had long been in the works.

Shawn “Maverick” Fritsche, 
Code Enforcement Officer for 
the city, came up with the idea 
after he heard about a similar 
program in Edmond.

While attending a state code 
enforcement conference, Frit-
sche learned about Edmond’s 
revitalization efforts, which 
gave him the motivation to see 
what could be done locally, he 
said.

So with the help of the Ter-
ry Humphries, Fritsche got to 
work.

“He gave me all his paper-
work and I shredded it apart 
and created what we have 
here,” Fritsche said.

It took almost 10 years to get 
the program up and running, 
but in 2017, his dream came 
true.

ONRP is entirely funded by 
private donations and grants. 
A big supporter has been the 

Viersen Foundation, who kick-
started the program with a 
$5,000 grant the first year. 

Their aid, along with dona-
tions from businesses such  as 
CP Kelco, First National Bank, 
Walters Real Estate, personal 
donations from area church-
es and individuals, ONRP has 
been able to help several home-
owners over the past two years.

“My intent was to create a 
program to help citizens in Ok-
mulgee first and foremost with 

the beautification process,” 
Fritsche said. “But especially 
those who couldn’t help them-
selves.”

Though Fritsche oversees 
the program, the biggest help 
comes from all the volunteers 
who aid in the cleanup efforts.

No one is paid for the work - 
it’s all for free.

“Richard Larabee stepped 
up and coordinates the volun-
teers,” he said. “He does a great 
job with that, and I’m thankful 

Okmulgee Neighborhood 
Revitalization Program

Cleanup program fuels ‘Okmulgee Rising’ spirit
by PATRICK FORD

Members of the ONRP prepare to fix up the exterior of a house over the summer. The group of vol-
unteers scraped off the old paint and applied a new coat for free, improving Okmulgee one house 
at a time.



he has stuck with this one.”
Larabee has also enlisted the 

aid of the Okmulgee Young Pro-
fessionals (OYP) in the ONRP. 

All work is done outside the 
home, Fritsche stated, and re-
quirements are relatively sim-
ple:

• Must live inside Okmulgee 
city limits.

• Must be an owner-occupied 
house. No rental property, va-
cant lots, or businesses. 

• Must have resided on proper-
ty for a minimum of one year.

Applicants must demon-
strate one or more of the fol-
lowing to qualify: 

(1) Financial hardship. 
(2) Medical hardship or re-

striction. 
(3) Active Military spouse fam-

ily hardship, i.e., death in family, 
single household parent.

The ONRP requires an appli-
cation to be filled out, a waiv-
er and release from liability 
for the City of Okmulgee and 
an agreement for individual 
voluntary service for those 
who wish to volunteer their 
service.   Then it goes before a 

committee of five board mem-
bers for approval or denial. 

For Fritsche, beautification 
is what its all about, and he 
thanked the city staff for their 
support and encouragement.

“The late Roger Ballenger 
and Ronnia (Andrews) were 
both major supporters of the 
project,” he said.

ONRP also was named the 
Most Innovative Communi-
ty Project of the Year by the 
Oklahoma Municipal League 
in 2019.

Applications for this year’s 

round of assistance are now 
available. For more informa-
tion,  call the Community De-
velopment Department at 918-
758-1110.

Fritsche looks forward to the 
program continuing and grow-
ing, but more volunteers and 
monetary donations will en-
sure that will happen.

“I want it to be a success,” he 
said.

ONRP is just one way Okmul-
gee will continue to rise.
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Shawn “Maverick” Fritsche, Ok-
mulgee Code Enforcer, found-
ed the ONRP. The program 
was named Most Innovative 
Community Project of the Year 
by the Oklahoma Municipal 
League in 2019.



CP Kelco is planning an ex-
pansion of its Kelcogel Gellan 
Gum production capabilities at 
their Okmulgee facility.

The company already pro-
duces biogums, mainly xan-
than gum, a soluble fiber cre-
ated by fermenting sugar using 
the bacteria Xanthomonas 
campestris and processed kelp 
from seaweed.

However, in a press release 
published in August 2019, CP 
Kelco has announced that de-
mand for their new Gellan 
Gum has increased to the point 
they must expand.

To meet the growing needs, 
the company proposed ex-
panding the production area 
but needed some assistance 
from the Okmulgee communi-
ty.

The total investment by 
the local manufacturer, when 
completed, could exceed $234 
million dollars according to 
the Economic Development 
Agreement between Okmulgee 
County and CP Kelco.

Construction of the Okmul-
gee plant began in 1975 by Mer-
ck & Company and was opened 
in January 1977. In 2000, Kelco 

merged with Copenhagen Pec-
tin to form CP Kelco.

CP Kelco created an Econom-
ic Development Project Plan 
and presented it to the Okmul-
gee County Board of Commis-
sioners in July 2019, seeking 
the creation of a Tax Increment 
Financing (TIF) district.

A TIF is a financing method 
that is primarily used for rede-
velopment, infrastructure and 
other community improve-
ment projects, designed to 
jump start private investment 
in blighted areas.

Since Okmulgee has a high 
rate of poverty and has not 
seen much revelation outside 
of the main street areas, much 
of it is considered blighted and 
is eligible for economic revital-
ization.

The Okmulgee County Eco-
nomic Development Project 
Plan Review Committee was 
created to look over the plans. 

Leslie Batchelor, of the Cen-
ter for Economic Development 
Law assisted the committee 
and spoke to the public about 
what the TIF district would 
mean.

“A local community can 

identify an area that needs ex-
tra assistance to generate pri-
vate development,” Batchelor 
said. “If we do this right, we 
create more growth, a stronger 
tax base and more jobs in Okla-
homa, but of course, what we 
are seeking to avoid is any sort 
of inappropriate giveaway of 
public money.”

In October 2019, the Okmul-
gee County Commissioners 
approved the TIF district and 
entered into an Economic De-
velopment Agreement.

CP Kelco now has five years 
to show growth and invest a 
minimum of $48,500,500 into 
capital investments.

This growth is also expected 
to create approximately 22 new 
jobs at CP Kelco, each with av-
erage annual wages of around 
$65,000 according to the Eco-
nomic Development Agree-
ment. 

“During this five-year devel-
opment period, Kelco will use 
the agreement to facilitate the 
purchase and installation of a 
technically advanced packag-
ing system to consolidate and 
improve the packaging func-
tions for the factory,” Batche-
lor said.

They will also work on ren-

ovating and expanding the ex-
isting plant as well as develop-
ing the larger Kelcogel Gellan 
Gum line.

This decision to allow the 
TIF and Economic Develop-
ment Plan was not taken light-
ly.

According to Okmulgee 
County District 1 Commission-
er Robert Hardridge, they had 
been discussing this for some 
time now.

“This hasn’t just come up,” 
Hardridge said. “This has been 
a three-and-a-half or more 
year study into what would 
work out there at the site.”

Construction began earlier 
this year according to the Ok-
mulgee Area Development Cor-
poration, Court Newkirk.

“They’re already turning 
dirt,” Newkirk said. “They 
were ready to get started.”  

According to the agreement 
signed by the Okmulgee Coun-
ty Commissioners and rep-
resentatives from CP Kelco, 
March 15 will serve as a time 
to check in with CP Kelco and 
determine whether the devel-
oper’s average investments for 
the year will be equal to or will 
meet the Targeted Annual In-
vestment.

CP Kelco expansion
on the horizon

by JESSIE BRYDGES

Community Impact
CP KELCO
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Henryetta senior Quinton Story is one of eight members of 
the Henryetta High School fishing team. The group travels 
to various lakes around Oklahoma to compete against other 
schools.

Education
Henryetta fishing team
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Reeling in 
the outdoor
experience
HHS fishing team approaches 
four-year anniversary

Nestled within Okmul-
gee County, Henryetta High 
School is reeling in new 
students for one of its more 
unique sports - the Hen-
ryetta High School fishing 
team.

Four years ago, a Henryet-
ta High School student ap-
proached the school board 
and got the fishing team off 
its feet all by himself.

“Beau Adams, he fished 
before we had [the team] 
and in his eighth grade year 
he went to the school board 
office [during] the meeting 
and he got it started just by 
himself,” Henryetta High 
School senior Joey Watson 
said. 

Now in its fourth year, 
the Henryetta High School 
fishing team has eight 
members - Joey Watson, 
Quinton Story, Connar Bul-
lard, Tucker Watson, Lucas 
Thompson, Blake Wynne, 
Jordan Osterdock and Josh 
Osterdock. 

Similar to Adams, Wat-
son and fellow senior Quin-
ton Story had a strong draw 
to fishing since they were 
little.

According to Story, who 
has hopes to become a game 

ranger, fishing was a way 
to tap into the same com-
petitive atmosphere he saw 
present in other sports. 

“When I was younger my 
grandpa took me out to the 
pond when I was proba-
bly four or five-years-old,” 
Story said. “We just start-
ed there and ever since it’s 
been - I want to catch the 
biggest fish. It was a com-
petition. I wasn’t very good 
at athletics, so I got to do 
something competitive.” 

For Watson, it was a way 
to continue doing some-
thing he loved. 

“I’ve been fishing since 
I was three,” Watson said. 
“I’ve been outdoors hunt-
ing, fishing all of my life be-
cause I love it.” 

The Henryetta High 
School fishing team might 
not have practices like oth-
er sports, but, according to 
Story, they have meetings 
to discuss day-to-day busi-
ness. 

Students also have the op-
portunity to fish the Okla-
homa Bass Nation league, 
which consists of five tour-
naments where points are 
decided by their overall 
catch. According to the OBN 

by KAITLYN DILLARD



website, the top team with the 
highest four scores to go to the 
Bass Nation High School Na-
tional Championship. 

“At our tournaments is 
whenever we get together and 
we actually have our fun time 
to hang out with each other,” 
Story said. “We crack jokes and 
hang out in the hotel room. It’s 
a lot of fun for us doing that.” 

Tournament season begins 
in the spring time and usually 
goes until the fall.

According to Story, the fish-
ing team wouldn’t be possible 
without their parents’ sup-
port. Parents not only help 
with driving the boat but also 
take on duties to help keep the 
fishing boats in shape and also 
assist with the occasional inju-
ries. 

“The parents are a lot of help, 
[Joey’s] dad is a crazy mechan-
ic,” Story said. “My dad does a 
lot of stuff. We got a freshman 
this year where his mom is 
helping him fish. She’s a lot of 
help with that kind of stuff.”

According to Watson, she’s 
also a nurse and helps them if 

they get minor injuries while 
fishing. 

High school tournaments 
require students to be accom-
panied by a parental unit when 
they fish. However, the plan 
for the day and where they go 
to fish on the lake is all up to 
the students themselves. 

“That’s all they do,” Story 
said. “They don’t tell us where 
to go. They don’t tell us what to 
use. We stand on the Troller-
motor, we fish and we get two 
days before every tournament 
to pre-fish.” 

As a high school fishing 
team, there are a lot of neces-
sities that go along with their 
sport, such as boats, fishing 
equipment and hotel expenses. 

“It’s kind of tough for us, 
because, like, Broken Arrow…
they have the big schools and 
they have 30-plus boats on 
their teams for just the high 
school,” Story said. “It’s a lot of 
practice. It’s a lot of money to 
put into gas, boat expenses.” 

As the two seniors on the 
team, Watson and Story hope 
the fishing team keeps active 

once they graduate. 
“We are hoping that it stays 

going, because as of right now 
they’ve only got two boats 
when we graduate,” Story said. 
“It’s really hard to find people 
that want to be a boater be-
cause it is expensive and not ev-
eryone in the county has time 
to spend on the water.”

Sponsorship opportuni-
ties are still available to help 
support the fishing team. To 
find out more about the fish-
ing team, call Henryetta High 
School at 918-652-6571.
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When Okmulgee High 
School teacher Scott Bevan 
started the drone program, he 
had no idea it was going to be-
come as big as it has.

Bevan started the program 
after getting a grant through 
the Okmulgee Education Pro-
gram which he used to pur-
chase a DGI Phantom 4 Pro ver-
sion 2 drone. 

Once the drone was pur-
chased and the software 
worked out, the group be-
gan exploring its capabilities 
by mapping out aerial shots 
around Okmulgee and the 
county. 

“The students did this using 
Google maps as well as a spe-
cialized app which allowed stu-

dents to program in a specific 
flight plan designed to map out 
an area,” Bevan said. 

They began by mapping out 
the baseball and softball fields 
where they discovered circles 
in the grass known as “fairy 
rings.” 

“The rings form where old 
tree stumps used to exist and 
the decomposing material un-
der the grass adds extra nutri-
ents,” Bevan said. 

While this seems like just a 
silly thing to be aware of, it can 
be invaluable if they are plan-
ning any sort of renovations in 
the future.

The drone was also able to 
map out some areas that were 
not getting watered well by 

the current sprinkler set up. 
Again, to an everyday person 
this would seem not that im-
portant. 

“But when looking at an in-
dustrial sprinkler system, it’s 
better to use the system effi-
ciently,” School Board member 
Rod Wiemer said. 

“While the larger DGI Phan-
tom drone is good for large 
scale jobs, such as mapping 
out whole acreages, it was a bit 
overpowered for the smaller 
jobs the class also wanted to 
tackle,” Bevan said. 

To help with that, Bevan was 
able to get a much smaller DJI 
Mavic Air earlier this year. But 
while the drone is smaller, it is 
no less powerful. 

“The smaller drone still has 
a 4K camera,” Bevan said. “So, 
the camera is just as high of 
quality, it’s just attached to a 
smaller drone. Which means 
I’m capable of throwing this 
in my backpack, going from 
business to business and just 

pulling it out in two minutes 
and flying it. The smaller one is 
also more durable so, while we 
don’t want to put the drones in 
dangerous situations, it’s good 
to know the smaller one is a lit-
tle sturdier.”

As well as teaching the stu-
dents how to use the drones, 
Bevan is also teaching them 
how to utilize the software and 
apps which go along with the 
machines.

The main app used by the 
students is called DroneDe-
ploy. Using this program, stu-
dents are able to design a map-
ping pattern which the drone 
will then use while it is map-
ping out the area. 

“How it works, is when peo-
ple come in to talk to us about 
having an area or a building 
mapped out, the students will 
actually sit down with them 
and design the flight pattern 
for the drone then and there,” 
Bevan said. “Because, we can 
type in an address and general-

Flying
high over 
Okmulgee
OHS drone program brings 
unique skill set to students

by JESSIE BRYDGES

OHS student Ben Clinger sets up the DJI Phantom Pro 4 v2.0, the 
first drone purchased for the program.

OHS teacher Scott Bevan demonstrates how students in the avia-
tion class map out a drone flight path using Google Maps.

Education
OHS DRONE PROGRAM
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ly see where someone wants 
us to fly, but we don’t know 
the exact property lines. And 
we don’t want to intrude on 
someone else’s property.  

But once the owner comes 
in and helps us map out the 
exact property lines, then 
the students will be able to 
plug that into the app and 
will be able to see exactly 
how long a mapping flight 
will take and at what height 
the drone will be as it does 
so.”

The students will then 
pick a starting point for the 
drone to take off from. This 
point will be considered 
home point and is also the 
point from which all the el-
evation and distance mea-
surements are taken. Then, 
once the students get to the 
property, all they have to do 
is turn on the drone and the 
smartphone, open the app 
with the flight plan already 
loaded and the drone will 
raise to the predetermined 
height and fly the programed 
flight pattern. To further ex-
plain some of the capabilities 
of the drones, Bevan brought 
up a flight he had done for 
his father’s land. 

“We programmed in the 
flight in the classroom,” Bev-
an said. “And then we went 
out there and set it up. It took 
10 minutes and 55 seconds to 
fly this grid at 260 feet in the 
air. The land in question was 
22 acres and while it flew 
over those acres, the drone 
took 111 images with the 

built-in camera.”
From those 111 images, the 

students were able to put to-
gether a slew of information 
for the homeowner about his 
land including plant health 
and water table informa-
tion. They were also able to 
tell which way water natu-
rally wanted to flow on the 
land, which was something 
Mr. Bevan had been curious 
about for some time. 

While mapping large 
swaths of land is what the 
students started out doing, 
they are now also working on 
mapping and photographing 
Okmulgee, especially the 
downtown areas. 

Business owner Margaret 
Hess has already had them 
out to photograph several of 
the buildings she owns and 
has used the drone to explore 
parts of her buildings which 
would be hard to get to, such 
as the roof. 

“The students have also 
been working on taking nice 
photos of buildings which 
they are then submitting to 
Google to be used in their 
search results when search-
ing Okmulgee areas,” Bevan 
said. 

“I took the photo of Ok-
mulgee High School which 
now displays alongside the 
search results. And that’s 
what we’re doing here. We’re 
helping these students learn 
a new skill in a growing in-
dustry and we’re making Ok-
mulgee more visible in the 
process.”

Scott Bevan flies the DJI Mavic Air, which features a 360° cam-
era capable of taking 4K-quality pictures from 400 feet in the 
air.
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When Cory Singletary re-
tired from the Navy and moved 
back to Okmulgee, teaching 
was the furthest thing from his 
mind.

Before leaving the service, 
he heard of a program assist-
ing military personnel as they 
transition into working as 
teachers, but it had been tossed 
to the back of his mind as he fo-
cused on more up front issues.

After being in Okmulgee for 
some time, Singletary began to 
substitute teach at Stonebridge 
Academy. There, Singletary 
found he enjoyed working with 
middle school students and ac-
quired a new passion teaching 
while offering a new type of 
learning experience.

As well as teaching Sci-
ence and Mathematics to 5th 
through 8th graders, Single-

tary is also in charge of the af-
terschool STEM program on 
Lego Robotics.

The group meets once a week 
to work towards Lego compe-
titions and in November 2019, 
the school took first place in 
the Jenks Lego Robotics in the 
Innovative Project category.

“This year, the Innova-
tive Project theme was city 
shapers,” Singletary said. 
“Their goal was for students to 
go out in their community and 

find something that needed to 
be improved. They were then 
tasked with finding a way to 
improve it. They would then 
present their idea to a group of 
community leaders, get some 
input, refine it a bit and then 
it would be presented to the 
judges at the competition. And 
it was those judges who gave us 
first place.”

The project in question was a 
3D printed and entirely auton-
omous people mover which the 

Building towards 
the future Stonebridge Academy STEM &

Robotics brings unconventional
experience to students

by JESSIE BRYDGES

Stonebridge student Nevaeh Dukes, a mem-
ber of the Lego Robotics Team, explains how 
to program a Lego truck for competition. The 
STEM & Robotics program provides a unique 
opportunity for students to use their brains to 
engineer impressive creations.



students designed to take the 
place of the KATS buses. 

Students came up with the 
idea to use recycled materials 
to build sensors which would 
be put in the roads and used to 
pilot the people mover around 
Okmulgee. They even located 
an abandoned building which 
they decided would make for a 
good central hub for the mov-
er.

Once they came up with the 
idea and refined it, the stu-
dents traveled to Talk Lokal 
and presented their idea to the 
business owners. 

“To showcase their plans, 
the kids printed out satellite 
images of Okmulgee,” Sin-
gletary said. “They did every 
part of this themselves and de-
signed it to show the hub, the 
initial stops and the plans for 
expansion.”

The students also came up 
with a plan to raise money for 
the project by allowing busi-
nesses to pay a fee to have a 
stop installed in front of their 
business.

Businesses could also pur-

chase advertising on the people 
mover and the money would go 
to upkeep. 

Of course, none of this is 
happening right now and is all 
just being planned for the com-
petition. But the point of the 
Innovative Project contest is 
to get students thinking about 
the future and how they will 
help their towns. This is some-
thing Singletary says Okmul-
gee needs. 

“This is putting Okmul-
gee on the map,” Singletary 
said. “And we need that. But 
more than that, we need to be 
encouraging these children 
to keep improving and keep 
imagining because these chil-
dren are going to be the leaders 
someday. We want them to stay 
here in Okmulgee or, if they do 
move away, to move back and 
keep helping to improve this 
town.” 

Another part of the competi-
tion the group is preparing for 
is the Core Value competition. 
This judges how well the group 
works together as a whole. 
Teams will walk into the com-

petition without knowing any-
thing they are about to face 
and will be given a task such 
as picking up a balloon with a 
string or building a tower with 
paper cups. Once the students 
are given the task, they are giv-
en five minutes for the judges 
to see how they work together.  

“There’s no fluff to it,” Sin-
gletary said. “You get to see 
exactly how the kids work to-
gether and it’s really easy to see 
the ones who fall short.” 

Working with Lego, learning 
core STEM skills and prepar-

ing to better the community 
through hard work seems like 
a tall order for any after-school 
program but the Stonebridge 
Lego team is happy to rise to 
the challenge. According to 
Singletary, the group nearly 
made it to the State level last 
year and he sees no reason why 
they shouldn’t this year. It will 
be interesting to see what this 
team comes up with in the fu-
ture, especially in the Innova-
tive Project category and what 
plans they make for Okmulgee 
as they grow.
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Gov. Kevin Stitt, along with 
CP Kelco executives, was on 
hand for the dedication of the 
CP Kelco STEM Lab at Okmul-
gee Dunbar School Feb. 14.

Okmulgee County’s first for-
mal STEM Laboratory at Dun-

bar is a product of Creative 
Learning Systems (CLS).

With help from the Okmul-
gee Area Development Cor-
poration, the Huber Founda-
tion and CP Kelco, the Viersen 
Foundation and generous do-

nations from businesses and 
individuals, the STEM lab be-
came a reality.

CLS is one of the oldest STEM 
Lab development companies in 
the nation and is considered 
the best science, technology, 
engineering and math labora-
tory available.

Following Gov. Stitt’s com-
ments at the ceremony, the 
Dunbar students gave several 
demonstrations of projects 
done in the STEM Lab.

Okmulgee Dunbar School is 
located at 1421 E. Martin Lu-
ther King Drive.

CP Kelco STEM Lab dedicated 
at Okmulgee Dunbar School

by PATRICK FORD

OHS Science and Manufacturing Instructor Mariah Price, Gov-
ernor Kevin Stitt and Dunbar School Principal Stephanie Lee 
are joined by students, local and state dignitaries and CP Kel-

co representatives in a ribbon cutting held by the Okmulgee 
Chamber of Commerce.
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Dunbar teacher Courtney Norton, 
Gov. Kevin Stitt and Superinten-
dent Renee Dove watch students 

demonstrate experiments.
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Okmulgee County can boast 
that it is the home of sever-
al national and international 
manufacturing companies. 
Anchor Glass, PACCAR Winch, 
CP Kelco and Polyvision have 
been been in the area for many 
years.

Having an adequate, well-
trained work force is highly 
important.

In order to meet the need of 
those businesses, Okmulgee 
Public Schools has a Manufac-
turing course in place to pre-
pare those future employees.

In 2015, Okmulgee Public 

Schools began a collaboration 
with the Okmulgee Plant Man-
agers Association with the in-
tent of introducing  students to 
the vast career possibilities in 
manufacturing.  

“It was quickly realized that 
there were far too many myths 
and misbeliefs about manufac-
turing careers amongst stu-
dents and the community at 
large and that the majority of 
people were unaware of what 
21st century manufacturing of-
fers,” Mariah Price, OHS teach-
er said. “Debunking myths and 
misconceptions and informing 

our community of the high-
tech, high-paying career possi-
bilities, right here in Okmulgee 
County, quickly became the 
charge.”

The following school year, 
several opportunities were 
developed for the students to 
learn about manufacturing 
and other local career possibil-
ities.  

Every year, local manufac-
turing plant managers are 
invited into freshman class-
rooms to present and discuss 
the variety of unique jobs in 
their individual plants.

Sophomores create resumes 
and experience a mock inter-

Preparing 
for the
Future
Okmulgee’s Manufacturing program
readies students for work

by PATRICK FORD
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view conducted by community 
business leaders. 

Juniors and Seniors take 
tours of several local manu-
facturing plants, getting a be-
hind-the-scenes look at a typi-
cal work day in manufacturing 
right here in Okmulgee.  

“Just last year, OHS seniors 
were also offered a semester 
course in Engineering-Manu-
facturing where students de-
veloped skills that several local 
manufacturers value in their 
current and future workforce,” 
Price said.  

That class also had the op-
portunity to compete in the 
Tulsa Engineering Challenge, 
placing 2nd and 3rd in the 
Wacky Wonder Works com-
petition. Their challenge was 
to design and build the most 
complicated device to achieve a 
simple objective. 

During the 2020 school year, 
the course became a year-long 
class where seniors focus on 
engineering practices and ex-
ploration of manufacturing in 
the 21st century, Price said.  

Current students are looking 

forward to their opportunity 
to compete in upcoming Tul-
sa Engineering Challenge on 
March 6.

To date, the collaboration 
has grown to include the Ok-
mulgee Area Development Cor-
poration and a large amount of 
support from various commu-
nity organizations.  

“All parties involved agree 
on the importance of educat-

ing the entire community on 
the opportunities and value 
in STEM careers in our home-
town,” Price said.

In 2017 and 2018, the group 
hosted a Manufacturing Career 
Fair, providing an occasion for 
local manufacturing plants 
to showcase their processes, 
employees, benefits, contribu-
tions and much more.

OSU-Institute of Technology 

and Green Country Technol-
ogy Center also participated 
and offered students and par-
ents a chance to discover the 
different programs available 
to both adults and high school 
students.  

“With past events being so 
successful in reaching our en-
tire community, we are looking 
forward to hosting the event 
again later this fall,” Price said.

In 2018, the collaboration 
once again teamed up to write 
a grant for a state-of-the-art 
Creative Learning STEM Lab 
for Dunbar School.  

“To our delight, we were 
awarded a Viersen Family 
Foundation grant to get the 
project started,” Price said.  

After donations and lots of 
fundraising, design consider-
ations and a long-awaited in-
stallation,  the CP Kelco STEM 
Lab ribbon-cutting ceremony 
was held Feb. 14 with  Governor 
Kevin Stitt present to help cele-
brate the outstanding product 
that started with just a handful 
of people coming together to 
make a big difference.

Luke Abbot and Covington Aircraft Engines employees speak to 
OHS Manufacturing students.
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April 4
Spring Fling 
arts & Crafts 
Fair
Presented by the Okmulgee 
Chamber of Commerce, 
the 2020 Spring Fling Arts 
& Crafts Fair will be held 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
Brock Gymnasium on the 
campus of Okmulgee High 
School. Support commu-
nity and small business in 
a day of shopping at the 
arts & crafts fair. There 
will be concessions and 
lots of neat items to buy.

June 5-6
Jim shoulders 
spring round-
up Rodeo
Watch the dust rise at the 

June 6
Beggs Frontier
Days
The City of Beggs will hold 
its Frontier Days on June 
6. The day-long event cel-
ebrates the city’s rich his-
tory and features various 
competitions, kids’ activi-
ties and musical guests.

Jim Shoulders Spring 
Round-Up Rodeo. Hosted 
by the Henryetta Cham-
ber of Commerce, the an-
nual rodeo takes place in 
Historic Nichols Park in 
Henryetta and features 
traditional rodeo events, 
including bare-back riding 
and bull riding. The rodeo 
is named after the 16-time 
World Champion cowboy 
Jim Shoulders, who called 
Henryetta his home until 
his death in 2007. The two-
day event is sure to enter-
tain cowboys and cowgirls 
of all ages.

June 13
Henryetta 
Cruise Knight
Henryetta Cruise Knight 
will be held Saturday, 
June 13, from 6-10 p.m. 
in downtown Henryetta. 
The event, sponsored by 
the Henryetta Chamber of 
Commerce and First Fam-
ily Federal Credit Union, 
brings thousands to town.

June
Mvskoke
nation festival
Each June, thousands 
of people gather at the 
Muscogee (Creek) Nation 
Claude Cox Omniplex in 
the City of Okmulgee for 
a festival filled with ac-
tivities. This annual cel-
ebration of the Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation includes 
cultural exhibitions, a golf 
tournament, concerts fea-
turing local and national 
acts, arts and crafts, great 
food, a parade through his-
toric downtown Okmul-
gee, senior citizen’s activ-
ities, children’s activities 
and many more festivities 
for the entire family to en-

June 11-13
Pecan Festival
The Pecan Festival started 
in 1984 as a way to bring 
Okmulgee together and to 
give residents something 
fun during the hot sum-
mer days, but was even-
tually disbanded in 2006. 
A revival of the festival 
would come 10 years later 
due to public demand and 
renewed interest in the 
Pecan Festival. The new 
festival debuted in June 
of 2016 featuring a BBQ 
competition and “Mock-
lahoma,” a musical show 
featuring cover bands of 
popular 80’s hair bands. 
The festival is held in the 
historical downtown dis-
trict and surrounding ar-
eas and is in its fourth year 
after being revived in 2016. 
The Pecan Festival has a 
wide variety of activities 
for all ages and a full list of 
events and vendors can be 
found at okmulgeecham-
ber.org.

joy. The Mvskoke Nation 
Festival began in 1974 as a 
celebration of Muscogee 
culture and heritage and 
has become a major family 
gathering for many Mus-
cogee families. All activ-
ities are free and open to 
the public.

http://ber.org/
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July 4
Beggs Open 
Rodeo
The annual Beggs Open 

Rodeo is scheduled for the 
first weekend of July. This 
exciting event will include 
bareback bronc riding, la-
dies breakaway, tie down 
roping, team roping, la-
dies barrel riding and 
steer wrestling. Addition-
al attractions will include 
mutton busting, a pony ex-
press, pee wee barrels and 

Aug. 14-15
Roy LeBlanc
invitational
rodeo
The Roy LeBlanc Okmul-

gee Invitational Rodeo is 
the nation’s oldest Afri-
can-American rodeo, one 
of the state’s longest run-
ning rodeos and one of 
the largest African-Amer-
ican sporting events in 
the nation. Entertaining 
audiences since 1956, the 
Okmulgee Invitational Ro-
deo also features a festival 

August 1
Big brain Trivia 
night
Come test your knowledge 
at Okmulgee Main Street’s 
Big Brain Trivia Night at 
the OSUIT State Room. 
Doors open at 5 p.m. with 
the trivia competition 
starting at 7 p.m. A buffet 
of heavy hors d’oeuvres, 
cash bar, and silent auc-
tion is planned for the eve-
ning. Contact Okmulgee 
Main Street at 918-758-1015 
for more information.

Sept. 5-7
Henryetta
Labor Day
Henryetta hosts one of the 

largest Labor Day events 
in Oklahoma. The celebra-
tion kicks off with a Labor 
Day Pageant, followed by 
the Jim Shoulders Living 
Legends Rodeo and First 
Family Federal Credit 
Union car show. An annu-
al gospel concert also takes 
place featuring local tal-
ent. This year’s Labor Day 
Parade will take place at 10 
a.m. on Sept. 7.

October 3
grayson file & 
Gumbo festival
Come learn about Grayson, 
a town located north of In-
terstate 40 and east of U.S. 
62, five miles east of Dew-
ar. Each year, the town of 
139 inhabitants hosts the 
Grayson File and Gumbo 
Festival featuring home-
made gumbo, cornbread, 
beans, desserts, live music, 
vendors, inflatables and 
games for children. The 
event begins at noon, and 
draws hundreds of visitors 
to the town each year.

October 3
Beggs Fall
festival & chili
cook-off
Contestants will vie for the 

top prize at the Beggs Fall 
Festival and Chili Cook-Off 
on October 3.  Competitors 
prepare their favorite rec-
ipes from scratch during 
the day-long event which 
also features music, arts 
and crafts vendors and live 
music.

and parade. Several food 
and art vendors set up to 
serve the crowd food, re-
freshments and souvenirs. 
The rodeo takes place the 
second weekend of August 
at the Muscogee Nation 
Omniplex. About 300 tal-
ented participants from 
around the country come 
to Okmulgee to compete 
in the various events in-
cluding Bull Riding, Calf 
Roping, Steer Wrestling, 
Pony Express, Ladies Steer 
Wrestling, Ladies Barrel 
Racing, Wild Horse Race, 
Jr. Barrels (12 and under) 
and Jr. Breakaway (15 and 
under). The annual parade 
will be held Saturday in 
downtown Okmulgee.

October 17
Harvest spoon 
chili festival
Bring your taste buds 
to Okmulgee’s Harvest 
Spoon Chili Festival Sat-
urday, Oct. 17. Witness as 
contestants prepare their 
favorite chili recipes and 
compete for the title of 
“Best Chili” and owner of 
Sterling Spoon. This an-
nual event brings together 
some of the greatest chili 
cooks from around Okmul-
gee and the surrounding 
areas. Enjoy a chili cook-
off, great food and chili 
tasting, and numerous 
other fun activities befit-
ting an annual celebration. 
Browse through vendor 
booths set up downtown, 
enjoy live entertainment 
and bring the kids for a 
variety of entertainment 
prepared exclusively for 
them.
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October 30
Scare on the 
square
Okmulgee Main Street and 
the Okmulgee Chamber 
of Commerce team up to 
sponsor the Scare on the 
Square for trick or treaters 
12 years old and younger. 
The annual downtown 
trick or treating will be 
on Oct. 30 from 4-6 p.m. 
The Okmulgee Chamber of 
Commerce will be holding 
the costume contest in the 
Jim Newport Pocket Park 
at 5 p.m. All participating 
merchants need to regis-
ter with Okmulgee Main 
Street in order to reserve a 
space and to also be includ-
ed in all the event’s pub-
licity. To register, please 
contact the Okmulgee 
Main Street office at 918-
758-1015.

October 30
Henryetta
trick- or-treat
Goblins, ghosts, princesses 
and puppies are welcome 
to attend Henryetta’s an-
nual Main Street Trick-or-
Treat, a safe place for your 
children to receive Hal-

Nov.19
Okmulgee
chamber
banquet
The Okmulgee Chamber 
of Commerce gathers to 
celebrate their accom-
plishments for the pre-
vious year and award the 
Ambassador of the Year in 
addition to the Communi-
ty Champion Award. The 
event will be held Thurs-
day, Nov. 19 at a location to 
be determined.

Nov.28
Sparkle Spree
To celebrate and support 
local businesses in down-
town Okmulgee, Okmul-
gee Main Street created 
Sparkle Spree. Starting on 
Friday, November 28, the 
event encourages shop-
ping local through cash 
prizes drawn throughout 
the month of December, 
culminating to the grand 
prize drawing on Decem-
ber 17. Participating local 

December 5
henryetta 
christmas
parade
Celebrate the Christmas 
season this year in Hen-
ryetta! The 2020 Christ-
mas Parade will take place 
Saturday, Dec. 5. Santa 
Claus is also scheduled to 
make his grand appear-
ance.

December 5
Beggs
christmas
parade
The City of Beggs will hold 
its annual Christmas Pa-
rade Saturday, Dec. 5. This 
daytime event features 
floats, cars, horses, royalty 
and the Beggs Band of De-
mons Band.

Dec.10
parade of 
lights
The Parade of Lights is 
held every December in 
downtown Okmulgee to 
celebrate the start of the 
holiday season. Set for 
Thursday, Dec. 10, par-
ticipants from across Ok-
mulgee bring their best 
floats in hopes to win Best 
in Show.  Line-up for pa-
rade entries begins at 5 
p.m., while judging and 
pre-show starts at 6 p.m. 
with the parade beginning 
at 7 p.m. Residents line 
the streets and watch as 
floats and decorated cars 
slowly bring cheer down 
the street in celebration of 
Christmas, and in hopes to 
see one certain jolly friend.

loween treats. This year’s 
event will take place from 
3-5 p.m.

businesses hand out tick-
ets to those who shop local, 
providing them a chance 
to earn cash prizes. Small 
Business Saturday will be 
Nov. 29.
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Plans for the first Hen-
ryetta Balloon Festival were 
announced with a commit-
tee planning meeting held 
mid-January by organizer Wes 
Arnett.

Arnett, Henryetta R/C Avi-
ators President, said the event 
is planned for November 6 and 
7 at the R/C Aviator field lo-
cated on East Shurden Indus-

trial Boulevard, just south of 
East Central Oklahoma Family 
Health Center.

Weekend events are planned 
with balloon glows at night.

“My goal is to acquire 10 
balloons and make this event 
draw thousands to Henryetta,” 
Arnett said.

A chili cook-off, live music, 
car show and vendor booths 

will be featured.
The family-oriented event 

will include model plane, 
drone and remote-controlled 
car demonstrations.

Henryetta Balloon Festi-
val kick off with an opening 
ceremony with the National 
Anthem led by area veterans 
followed by the Pledge of Alle-
giance and an opening prayer.

Arnett seeks committee 
members, volunteers, balloon 

sponsors and vendors to help 
the festival come into fruition.

“It’s going to be an absolute 
blast!” he said. “Plans are in 
the works and I would greatly 
appreciate any volunteers.”

For more information or if 
you would like to volunteer, 
please contact Arnett by phone 
at 918-500-6249 or by email at 
w281959@yahoo.com, or visit 
the Henryetta Balloon Festival 
page on Facebook.

The Sky’s 
the Limit
Henryetta Balloon Festival
planned for November

by TRACY GOZA

FUN
BALLOON FESTIVAl
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During the summer and into 
the fall, Mel’s Country Mar-
ket in Henryetta has provided 
farm-fresh produce and hand-
made food items to the Hen-
ryetta community.

Last summer, owner Melesa 
Smith set up a small outdoor 
stand on the corner of 1st Street 
and Main and became increas-
ingly popular, with many re-
peat visitors, she said.

Near the end of summer, 
Mel’s Country Market relocat-
ed to 413 W. Main Street, right 
next to the Henryetta Chamber 
of Commerce office, giving vis-
itors a chance to shop and get 
out of the elements.

Mel’s Country Market offers 
favorites in the fall that include 
corn stalks, Indian corn and 
mini pumpkins, Smith said.

Canned items including red 
hot cucumbers and candied 
jalapenos as well as cake balls, 

caramel apples, white dip, 
cheese balls and much more 
are offered throughout the 
year.

Smith announced that plans 
are coming together to open 
Boone Creek Trading Compa-
ny at the same location that 
will feature a coffee shop, an-
tiques, in-season produce as 
well as her custom homemade 
snacks and food.

“The store will house my 
fruit and vegetable stand along 
with coffee and sandwiches 
for a grab-and-go experience,” 
Smith said. “Antique vendor 
booths will be available on the 
second floor.”

An exciting year awaits Mel’s 
Country Market in 2020 as the 
business expands and contin-
ues to offer popular homemade 
snacks and fresh in-season pro-
duce.

Mel’s Country
Market offers
community favorites

by TRACY GOZA
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Liberty Partners

Liberty Partners, 
Inc. takes on
aviation industry

One of Okmulgee’s ‘best kept 
secrets’ is Liberty Partners 
Inc., which offers engineering, 
certification, upholstery & in-
terior and parts & fabrication 
services for aircraft owners 
and businesses.

Liberty Partners, owned by 
Jesus and Martha Diaz, began 
in 2003.

Jesus studied Aerospace and 
Aircraft Maintenance Engi-
neering. While Martha doesn’t 
have that background, work-
ing along with her husband 
and growing the business has 
given her a love for all things 
related to aviation.

 The business was original-
ly located in the McCulloch 

Building in downtown Okmul-
gee, but moved to 812 W. 9th 
Street in 2005. That location 
was a former skating rink. 

“If it can be done to an air-
plane, we can do it,” Martha 
Diaz said.

Their business is geared to-
ward the aviation industry - 
whether small or large. 

Besides word of mouth and 
their impressive resume which 
draws clients, Liberty Partners 
also attend several trade shows 
each year to showcase their 
services and products. These 
events introduces them to even 
more prospective businesses 
needing specialized services.

In the 12,000 square foot fa-

cility, Liberty Partners will de-
sign, generate all certification 
data, fabricate parts, assemble, 
perform required tests and in-
spections.  

“We then deliver to our cus-
tomer a fully approved and cer-
tified part, ready to be installed 
in an aircraft,” she said.

The engineering department 
is housed on the north side of 
the building. Employees use 
modern technology to design 
and test to ensure everything 
works perfectly.

On the engineering side, Lib-
erty Partners offers:

• Mechanical/Structural - Con-
cept, layout and detail drawings, 
including analysis for damage 
tolerance, icing on the planes, 
fluid dynamics and cabin decom-
pression.

• Electrical - Communication 
and Navigation, entertainment 
systems, interior and exterior 
lighting, coax and wire harness.

• Certification - Supplemental 
Type Certificates, Parts Manu-
facturing Authorization, major 
alteration and repair and more.

• Testing - Wi-Fi Certification, 
Electro-Mechanical Parts, Coax-
ial Cable and Wire Harness.

In the south side of Liberty’s 
home is the fabrication depart-
ment. There is state-of-the-art 
equipment used in upholstery, 
woodworking, cabinetry, cus-
tom finishes and painting. 

Doug Bressler serves as di-
rector of operations for Liberty 

Partners.
On one end, the upholstery 

department works on custom 
seating for the planes, whether 
it be the crew seats, cabin sets 
or divans. 

“The company will give new 
styling for new or existing 
seating, including foam build-
up and covers for the existing 
seating,” Bressler said. 

The company uses the best 
leathers for their upholstery 
projects.

The reupholstery is not just 
limited to airplanes, but for 
anything that needs recover-
ing. 

Liberty Partners also pro-
vides custom aircraft cabine-
try designed to the customer’s 
request.

The company specializes in 
Corian countertops, a material 
derived from a blend of bauxite 
and acrylic polymer, providing 
a luxe finish.

Other fabrication solutions 
include curtains, runners, 
headlines, wall panels, high-
gloss or satin cabinet finishes, 
antenna adapters, instrument 
panels and shelves. High-end, 
all-wood cabinetry can also 
be constructed for residential 
housing use.

Liberty Partners Inc. has 
19 employees and the compa-
ny can boast that every single 
project is held to the highest 
standard of quality and service 
while being under one roof.

by PATRICK FORD

Small business provides top-notch 
service -  all under one roof

Jesus and Martha Diaz, owners of Liberty Partners, Inc.



After dreaming of owning 
her own boutique for several 
years, Montana McCarty made 
that dream a reality after open-
ing her business, The Desert 
Sunset Boutique in Henryetta.

The official first day of busi-
ness for the Desert Sunset 
was Oct. 15, 2019, at 109 N. 1st 
Street.

A ribbon cutting ceremony 
was held shortly after by the 
Henryetta Chamber of Com-
merce.

Before opening the store-
front, Montana offered wom-
en’s and children’s clothing on 
Facebook since 2018, she said.

Prior to her Facebook start 
up, she was a Mary Kay direc-
tor for four years, Montana 
said.

Still a consultant for Mary 
Kay, McCarty is proud that she 
was able to open the store for 
her customers and visitors just 
off Henryetta’s Main Street.

The Desert Sunset Boutique 
offers women’s and children’s 
clothing, shoes, jewelry, belts, 
other accessories and cus-
tom-made horn and cowhead 

arrangements.
Some new arrivals include 

cardigans, t-shirts, jeggings, 
glasses, blazers, chokers, one-
sies, koozies, cups, hair ties 
and scrunchies, tote bags, 
hoodies, beanies, car freshies, 
sandals and much more.

“I like to carry trendy cloth-
ing, boho-chic and western 
styles,” McCarty said. “I want 
to attract a wide variety of cus-
tomers and make people feel 
really comfortable while they 
shop.”

She announced Desert Sun-
set is now carrying a brand 
new line - Makeup Junkie bags.

Looking to the future of her 
business, she said she wants ev-
eryone who enters as a custom-
er to leave as a friend.

Store hours are Tuesday 
through Friday 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. 

For more information about 
The Desert Sunset Boutique, 
visit:www.thedesertsunset.
com, find the store on Face-
book or Instagram pages or call 
918-916-9089.
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OSU MEDICINE

OSU Medicine 
opens in
former police 
station

by JESSIE BRYDGES

When renovating an old 
building, the act of tearing 
down old walls and removing 
paint can sometimes feel like 
peeling back the layers of time.

This was the case with the 
former Okmulgee Police De-
partment when renovations 
started on the unique building. 
The building, which features 
fascinating architecture and 
a central location, had been 
considered by many business-
es who were wanting to move 
downtown.

However, none of the other 
ideas, which included coffee 
shops, restaurants and bou-
tiques, really seemed to fit the 
historical site.

The building was then pur-
chased by local attorney, Clint 
Wilson, in 2017.

Wilson moved his law prac-
tice into the upper story of the 
building. But it was his wife, 
Doctor Megan Wilson, who 
really saw the potential of the 
downtown location. Wilson 
began the revitalization pro-
cess of turning the bottom 
floors into a doctors office for 
her Okmulgee practice after 
getting an opportunity to re-
turn to her hometown to prac-
tice medicine. 

“I grew up in Okmulgee and 
went to Morris High School,” 
Wilson said, “And when I made 
the decision to go to medical 
school, my plan was always to 
come back and work here.”

As a Native American, Wil-

son had the opportunity to go 
to school in an Indian Health 
Scholarship.

Part of the requirement for 
the scholarship was that af-
ter graduation, Wilson had to 
work for the tribe for a certain 
amount of time to pay them 
back for the loan but she nev-
er lost site of her goal, return-
ing to her home town to prac-
tice medicine. A goal which 
got closer when she was ap-
proached by the OSU medical 
clinic. 

“I was approached by the 
OSU medical clinic which led 
to a series of conversations 
about rural medicine and prac-
ticed,” Wilson said. “And since 
Okmulgee is on their radar as a 
rural town with less than ade-
quate coverage, it just seemed 
to work out. It was a case of all 
of us being on the same wave-
length at the same time.”

Once she was approached by 
the clinic, it was just a matter 
of finding the right building to 
house her dream in.

Wilson found this building 
in the former police station 
and set to renovating it. She 
contracted with restoration 
foreman, Tony Volturo who 
has done plenty of work in the 
downtown area.

“There were a few surpris-
es as we tore down old sheet-
rock and ripped up old floors,” 
Volturo said. “But nothing 
caused any huge delays.”

Although nothing caused ex-

Dr. Megan Wilson is now practicing medicine at her new Ok-
mulgee location.



treme delays, some details did catch the 
workers off guard such as the discovery of 
the original doors which were used when 
the building was a fire department. 

“We were ripping the walls out down to 
the studs,” Volturo said. “And suddenly, 
here’s these two giant doors. Back when 
this building was a fire department, those 
doors would be used to let the horse drawn 
fire truck in and out of the building.” 

The clinic was originally scheduled to 
be opened in December 2019, but instead 
opened earlier this year. Doctor Wilson 
is excited to help the people of Okmulgee 
and is confidant that most medical re-
quirements can be met at the clinic. 

“We can do anything at this clinic,” Wil-
son said. “We can care for newborn ba-
bies all the way up to geriatrics. We will 
be doing gynecological health and some 
prenatal care for pregnant patients but 
unfortunately will not be able to do deliv-
eries as there is no delivery hospital here 
in Okmulgee.” 

The nurses are also excited to see the 
new clinic open. Marsha Mitcham, who 
worked for the Sanfords before they 
moved out of Okmulgee, has recently 
joined the Wilson clinic as the clinic coor-
dinator. 

“I love it,” Mitcham said. “We all do. All 
the nurses are from around here and we’ve 

all been driving to Tulsa for work. Now we 
don’t have to.”

For now, the clinic boasts five exam 
rooms, a waiting room, an ADA compliant 
bathroom, a room to do lab work and Dr. 
Megan Wilson’s office. But there could be 
plans to expand into the downstairs areas 
of the building which are now being used 

as storage.
Having another doctor in Okmulgee 

is a wonderful thing for the Okmulgee 
community. As the OSU Medical Center 
Administrator, Matt Adams said, meet-
ing the health care needs of communities 
like Okmulgee is the core mission for OSU 
Medical Center and OSU Medicine.
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The Bread House

‘Bread of Life’
On Labor Day 2019, a new resale shop, 

The Bread House, opened its doors at 314-
1/2 W. Main in Henryetta.

Owners and Henryetta residents, Mark 
and Kim Collins, feature clothing, vintage 
items, some antiques and miscellaneous at 
their shop.

“Growing up in Henryetta, there were 
all kinds of little stores,” Kim said. “My 
family lived behind Strunk’s Grocery 
where I used to buy pieces of candy and 
sell pop bottles.”

She always imagined opening some type 
of smaller store where visitors can walk in 
and feel right at home, and now she has.

In the future, there are plans to install 
a kitchen where homemade baked goods 
will be created and sold inside while help-

ing the community, she said.
“I like to feed people,” Kim said. “My de-

sire is to operate the resale business and at 
the same time try to help meet the needs 
of the people of our community. We want 
people to come through our doors, shop, 
visit, smell food and hope that it triggers 
good memories of simple life.”

The Bread House owners want to share 
the Bread of Life and let everyone know 
they care about the community.

“We want to thank everyone who has 
shopped with us and also offer a special 
thank you to those who donated clothing 
and items to the store,” Kim said.

She also added that her and Mark want 
to do their part to help improve and make 
a positive impact throughout the commu-
nity.

“This is our hometown and we love it 

here!” Kim said.
Her sons, daughters-in-law and grand-

children continue to help her learn and 
grow and she is humbled by their uncon-
ditional love and support.

The Bread House is open Tuesday 
through Friday from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
and on Sunday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. For 
more information, call 918-504-9747.

by TRACY GOZA

The Bread House offers clothing, antiques & more

Owners Kim and Mark Collins
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Yoga is centered around 
breath with movement and 
yoga instructor Connie 
Wood is breathing life into 
Okmulgee County’s yoga 
movement.

Offering classes in Mor-
ris, Henryetta and at OSUIT, 
Wood can be found some-
where in Okmulgee County 
leading stretches and yoga 
poses throughout the week. 
She teaches classes at the 
Community of Christ Church 
in Morris, located at 215 New 
Morris Hwy., and also holds 
classes in Henryetta at the 
Women Fitness Center locat-
ed at 118 S. Fourth Street. 

“So there’s so many differ-
ent avenues of wellness that 
yoga covers,” Wood said. “It’s 
not just physical. It’s total 
body wellness.” 

According to Wood, yoga is 
a fitness routine that anyone 
at varying levels of athletic 
and flexibility levels can take 
on. Wood offers classes that 
emphasize those different 
levels, such as yoga sculpt, 
which is a more intense style 
of yoga, to a restorative yoga 
class. 

“Yoga is for everyone, ev-
ery age, every flexibility lev-
el, athletic ability,” Wood 
said. “It doesn’t matter if you 
are a beginner, it’s good for 
everyone.” 

The act of linking breath 
to movement is where the fo-
cus on mental health comes 
through in yoga. Wood said 
she begins each class by en-

couraging her students to fo-
cus on their center and begin 
to control their breath.

“At the beginning of class, 
you’re just sitting and basi-
cally shutting the world out 
for just that moment of your 
practice,” Wood said. “The 
stress, the worry and what-
ever is going on in your life 
during that time you just let 
it go away,” Wood said. “You 
just focus on your breath and 
settle in.” 

Wood began her yoga in-
structor training in Tulsa 
and began leading class-
es four years ago. She first 
started in her hometown of 
Okemah, but the demand 
grew and she expanded her 
classes into the Okmulgee 
County area. She now offers 
classes in Morris, Henryetta 
and has also started student 
yoga classes at OSUIT in Ok-
mulgee. 

“People sought me out 
believe it or not, thinking 
of how yoga wasn’t even 
available in this area,” Wood 
said. “It just kept going from 
there. People would find out 
and I’m the only yoga in-
structor, so far, in this area. 
I just keep the road hot, trav-
eling to provide classes as 
much as I can.” 

Wood has classes Monday 
through Saturday in differ-
ent locations. See her Face-
book page for weekly sched-
ule. For more information, 
text Connie Wood at 918-623-
6332.

by KAITLYN DILLARD

Breathing
life into a 

movement
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“A place to belong” is the 
feeling one gets when visiting 
Okmulgee’s Clearview Baptist 
Church.

Though the congregation 
started small, it has grown to 
encompass hundreds of peo-
ple, both young and old alike.

A new home for the church 
is opening doors to even more 
people seeking a family-orient-
ed atmosphere.

Senior pastor for Clearview 
Baptist Church is Randy Mat-
thews. He started the church 
in August 2004.

“We only had 12 people in at-
tendance in a rented building,” 
Matthews said. “ 

Clearview Baptist met at a 
building located just south of 
Okmulgee near Covington Air-
craft Engines until moving into 
their new home in February.

Their new church location 
was formerly occupied by the 

Southside Baptist Church, lo-
cated on Loop 56 just north 
of Hwy. 62. The building was 
constructed in 1989 and was an 
active congregation for years 
before the number of attendees 
dwindled, closing in August 
2018. The church would have 
celebrated its 90th anniversary 
in October of that year.

However, instead of letting 
the the building sit idle gather-
ing dust, it was gifted to Clear-
view Baptist Church, who has 
seen it’s numbers growing year 
after year.

“We signed the papers to 
take over everything in Febru-
ary 2019,” Matthews said.

The new building is triple 
the size of the former location. 
There is a total of 13,000 square 
feet of usable space between 
the main building and the chil-
dren’s center.

Kevin Gibson, has been the 

assistant pastor at Clearview 
since September 2018. He was 
instrumental in the renova-
tions and updates at the new 
church location.

“The previous sanctuary sat 
about 80, here there are 180 
seats in the new auditorium.” 

First, the outside received 
fresh paint and window aw-
nings were added. The parking 

lot was restriped and gravel 
added in the rear of the build-
ing to add more parking spac-
es. Inside, the changes are out-
standing.

“We modernized the wor-
ship center,” Gibson said. 
“Randy and I are of a different 
persuasion as pastors, some 
pastors have offices at the 
church and they sit there, but 

by PATRICK FORD

Clearview
congregation 
thankful for
new home

RELIGION
Clearview Baptist Church



our libraries are at home. We 
travel with backpacks and lap-
tops. So we have no office space 
in this facility.”

The church leaders added a 
new welcome center, upgraded 
restrooms, the HVAC system, a 
new audio/visual system, and 
lots of new seating in the sanc-
tuary.

There is a Clearview Cafe, 
along with numerous class-
rooms and a new facility for 
childcare and children’s class-
es.

“This building was a God-
send,” the men said.

Clearview Baptist is always 
looking for ways to help the 
community. 

The church started the an-
nual Back-to-School Bash, held 
in August. This year will be the 
third time the church has host-
ed the event. 

“We have given out over 700 
backpacks and supplies and 
love seeing all the churches 
and organizations join us to 
be for Okmulgee,” Pastor Mat-
thews said. “We enjoy partici-
pating with Open Gate, ONRP 

projects, the Prayer Walk, and 
helping the schools and teach-
ers.”

“Clearview loves Okmulgee 
and believes we are here to be 
light and share the hope of Je-
sus Christ,” Matthews said.

Services are held Sunday at 9 
and 10:45 a.m. and Wednesday 
at 6:30 p.m.

Clearview Baptist Church
16950 Loop 56

918-230-6710
Website: clearviewokm.com
Social media - ClearView 

Baptist Church on Facebook
Community Transforma-

tion, Church Formation, Per-
sonal Sanctification.

Church Staff:
Randy Mathews, Senior  

Pastor
Randy has been pastoring in 

Okmulgee since August 2004. 
He has a love for the commu-
nity and a heart for connecting 
with people. He and his wife, 
Kasi, have been married since 
2000 and have five children. 

Steve Ledford, Children’s 
Pastor

Steve and his wife, Tammy, 
have been married 35 years, 
have four adult children, and 
five grandchildren. They 
served faithfully at Stillwater 
Bible Baptist Church for many 
years in numerous Children’s 
Ministries. In 2012, they moved 
to Okmulgee with the desire to 
serve at ClearView. In addition 
to Foundation Builders, Tam-
my performs many secretarial 
duties.  

Kevin Gibson, Assistant Pas-
tor

While Kevin has only been 
at Clearview since September 
of 2018, he has been preach-
ing   the Gospel since 1993. He 
and his wife Sara have been 
married since 2004 and have 
two daughters, Abigail and 
Anna.
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Rev. Lashley enjoys
new assignment

Rev. Sheri Lashley became the pastor 
at Okmulgee’s First United Methodist 
Church in June 2019. She is the first female 
to serve as senior pastor at the church, 
which was been in existence for 100 years.

Rev. Lashley was reared in western 
Oklahoma, in a family of six, two boys and 
two girls, and parents that were both in 
the medical profession.

Church activities kept her busy from a 
young age. From the time she was in the 
5th grade, she and her family were active 
in the United Methodist Church in Elk 
City. 

After graduating from Elk City High 

School, Lashley attended Phillips Univer-
sity in Enid, where she earned a Bachelor 
of Music, majoring in Music Theory with 
emphasis in both Voice and Choral Con-
ducting.

After graduating from Phillips Univer-
sity, she moved to Alabama to be with her 
then husband. While in Alabama, Sheri 
held several different job positions includ-
ing General Manager for Spartan Food 
Systems (Hardees, General Manager) and 
Center Director for Academe Child Devel-
opment Centers (Infant Room and then 
Director for four years). While she was 
in the secular business world for her full 
time job, Lashley always had a love for the 
ministry and served as Choir Director, Or-

ganist, Music Director, Worship Leader, 
Youth Director, and Band Leader.

From 1997-2008, Sheri and her brother, 
Mark, owned and operated a photo lab and 
portrait studio business in Elk City.

It was during this time Sheri began to 
feel the call to ministry and decided to go 
to seminary. She attended Phillips Theo-
logical Seminary and graduated with her 
Masters of Divinity in 2008.

She was commissioned for ministry that 

by JESSIE BRYDGES
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First united methodist

Rev. Sheri Lashley of FUMC Okmulgee



same year. She served the charges of Erick 
UMC and Carter UMC for three years, and 
became an Ordained Elder in Full Connec-
tion in 2011.

That year, Lashley was appointed to 
Bridgeview UMC in Norman. During her 
four years with that congregation she led 
the church in ministry, missions and they 
built their church building on Indian Hills 
Road.

Lashley has been the pastor of Fort 
Cobb UMC, and Highland UMC. She then 
moved to Arnett and Gage UMC’s in north-
west Oklahoma.

Though she hasn’t been in Okmulgee 
very long, she is adjusting to the change 
and enjoying her pastorship.

“It’s going great,” Rev. Lashley said. “I 
love the community, I love the church, I 
love the buildings we have and the people 
here and I feel like there’s a lot of opportu-
nities for this church.”

Rev. Lashley has been busy organizing 
and making herself at home  in both the 
church and community.

“We’re going through and cleaning 
things out and making things fresh and 
new,” she said. “I figure with the oppor-
tunities for growth we are working on, we 
still have to make room.

“Unfortunately, we have a lot of stuff, 
which happens when you bring in a new 

pastor. The new pastor comes in and 
brings their stuff and the old stuff gets 
pushed into storage, but eventually the 
storage has to be dealt with. Not to say it 
has to be thrown out, but it has to be ad-
dressed and the broken things and obvi-
ous trash or outdated thing, those can be 
moved on.”

The congregation at Okmulgee First 
UMC is active in working with the com-
munity, and they are looking for ways to 
expand their ministry to others.

Mission and Outreach and enabling the 
church to begin new ministries is also one 
of her passions.

“We’re going to work with the ones 
(ministries) we already have,” Lashley 
said. “We have the Halloween Carnival, 
and the bean dinners so we are looking 
for ways to reach out and offer more pro-
grams. We are thinking of offering bible 
study that outside community members 
can come to.

“ I am also looking at a program offer-
ing small maintenance that a handyman 
type person might be able to do. And we 
are looking at offering a soup supper, free 
of charge, where community members 
could come and get a meal and get out of 
the weather for a bit,” she said.

The church also offers a free  communi-
ty Thanksgiving meal each year. 

The pastor also enjoys working with 
children, and wishes for each of them to 
have a personal relationship with God.

“Some people say churches are getting 
old and they’re going to go away because 
there’s not enough young people in them 
and I choose to ignore that and be more 
optimistic,” Rev. Lashley said.

She has two adult sons, Jason and Ste-
phen. Jason graduated from Oklahoma 
City University with a Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing, and he is an ICU Nurse work-
ing in the Neuro/Transplant Unit at OU 
Medical Center in OKC. 

Stephen received his Bachelor Degree 
in Business Administration from Oklaho-
ma City University, and attends Perkins 
School of Theology at SMU in Dallas Tex-
as. He is seeking out his call in the min-
istry, and plans to follow his mother and 
become an Elder in the United Methodist 
Church.

Rev. Lashley is definitely up for the chal-
lenges of leading a congregation.

“Okmulgee is considered the big city, or 
at least the ‘Walmart city,’ to several other 
communities around us, so we have op-
portunity to grow,” the pastor said.

Here’s looking to another 100 years 
of existence for Okmulgee First United 
Methodist Church.
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Calvary Baptist Church

Calvary Baptist Church of 
Okmulgee is excited to an-
nounce its 100th year anniver-
sary in September.

Several church members 
provided this history of the 
congregation: 

The church was started in 
1920 in the Berry Addition in 
Okmulgee. Though sparsely 
populated at the time, the area 
had a lot of children who at-
tended church.

A Sunday school was start-
ed as an arm of First Baptist 
Church in the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. S.W. Hall at 13th and Lib-
erty so these children could go 
to church close to home. It was 
known as Calvary Baptist Sun-
day School.

In 1925, the Sunday School 
building was moved to its pres-
ent location at 13th and Bel-
mont. Rev. Glen Gurley was 
called as the first salaried pas-
tor.

In 1927, the church voted to 

separate from FBC and main-
tain an independent organiza-
tion.

In 1941, the church became 
known as Calvary Baptist 
Church and a building was 
purchased from the Board of 
Education. Salvaged material 
was used to construct a new 
building.

After a rapid succession of 
pastors during the war, C.D. 
Schmidt was called in 1950.

During the 70s, the church 
lost key members who had new 
jobs and moved away. They fell 
on hard times and even talked 
about disbanding.

But, after three couples met 
and prayed, they decided to 
step out on faith to keep the 
doors open. They called Rev. 
Brad Dixon to be pastor in 1979 
and the church began to grow.

In 1985, they called Rev. Law-
rence Matlock as Pastor. He 
headed up the construction of 
the  present building.

Rev. Matlock retired in 2011, 
at which time, Rev. Jerry Field-
er became interim Pastor. He 
was with the church from May 
to November at which time 
they called Rev. Richard Man-
ning. He is our pastor to date.

Calvary Baptist Church has 
been serving the Lord for 100 
years, and has blessed the city 

of Okmulgee with Out Reach 
Ministries, Ministries for 
Children, Church and Sunday 
school services.

“We want to thank all of the 
former pastors who served our 
church faithfully, and all the 
members who have supported 
our church for so many years.”

Calvary Baptist to celebrate 
100th year anniversary

by PATRICK FORD

Calvary Baptist is located at 13th & Belmont in Okmulgee. 
The congregation is celebrating 100 years in the community.
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The Henryetta Free-Lance 
celebrated 117 years on Nov. 27, 
2019.

George Hall started the Free-
Lance on Nov. 27, 1902, when 
he published the first issue in 
a small shack located near 3rd 
and 4th streets on the south 
side of Main in Henryetta.

Hall named the Free-Lance 
after a knight in Sir Walter 
Scott’s novel, “Ivanhoe.”

Olin S. Perkins and Bailey 
Harris moved to Henryetta 
in 1930 when they took over a 
competing publication, The 
Henryetta News. The men 
helped start up Henryetta Pub-
lishing Company in 1937 and 
issued the very first copy of the 
Henryetta Morning News on 
March 19 of that year.

Months later, Perkins and 
Harris sold the Morning News 
to Hall who merged all of the 
content into the Free-Lance.

After 36 years of publishing 
the Free-Lance, Hall retired in 
1938 and sold the business to 
Perkins and Harris.

In 1946, after eight years, the 

men sold the Free-Lance to J. 
Leland Gourley, a 26-year-old 
World War II veteran.

After acquiring the Free-
Lance, Gourley built a loca-
tion on the north side of Main 
Street between 8th and 9th 
streets.

Then in 1973, Gourley sold 
the Free-Lance to Donrey Me-
dia Group.

The newspaper became part 
of a nationwide network of 
newspapers, radio stations, 
television stations, cable tele-
vision operations and bill-
board companies, headed by 
Arkansas media mogul Donald 
W. Reynolds.

In 1998, the Free-Lance was 
sold to an Alabama-based 
newspaper chain, Community 
Newspaper Holdings, Inc.

Just three years later, in 
2001, the Free-Lance along 
with the Okmulgee Times were 
sold to Sumner Family News-
papers, Inc., based in Aurora, 
Missouri.

After 13 years of ownership, 
on Nov. 5, 2014, the Sumners 

sold the Free-Lance and Ok-
mulgee Times to Jeff Mayo of 
Cookson Hills Publishers, Inc.

The Mayo family owns five 
other publications in addition 
to the Free-Lance and Ok-
mulgee Times which include 
Sequoyah County Times, Vi-
an-Tenkiller News, McIntosh 
County Democrat, Eufaula 
Indian Journal and Eastern 
Times-Register.

For five generations, the 
Mayo family has been in the 
newspaper and printing busi-
ness.

They were the first printers 

in Indian Territory after print-
ing in Georgia working on the 
first Cherokee newspaper in 
the late 1920’s.

After renting an office across 
Main Street from the building 
Gourley built, Mayo bought a 
building at the corner of 3rd 
and Main Street.

“We are proud to continue a 
strong tradition of community 
journalism by covering all the 
news of Henryetta,” Jeff Mayo, 
publisher, said. “Times change 
and we are doing our best to 
meet readers where they are, 
be it in the paper, on our web-
site, Facebook or at the news-
stand.”

The Free-Lance has contin-
ued to evolve it’s operation. In 
late January, it was part of a 
launch by Cookson Hills Mar-
keting, a part of Cookson Hills 
Publishers, to offer promotion-
al products. 

The Free-Lance now offers 
thousands of products such as 
pens, cups, thumb drives and 
any product that can be pro-
duced with a logo, Mayo said.

In November 2020, the Free-
Lance will celebrate its 118th 
anniversary.
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Free-Lance among historical 
Henryetta businesses

by TRACY GOZA
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In 1903, four years before 
Oklahoma voted on statehood, 
Henryetta’s longest-standing, 
family-owned and operated 
business established by G.W. 
Burnett, was founded.

Originally opened as a mer-
cantile store, the business was 
one of only a few other stores 
in the city. Other notable busi-
nesses at the time were two 
grocery stores and a harness 
and saddle shop.

During an interview in 1951 
by Free-Lance staff, Burnett 
recalled that most of the town 
consisted of shacks in 1903.

A pioneer of Henryetta, 
Burnett established roots in 
the town, raising a family and 
growing a successful business 
as the city expanded.

His store was established 
where the old Kuykendall’s 
Shoe Store was as he partnered 
with his brother-in-law, Dyke 
Moore.

Years later, the mercantile 

business moved on the corner 
of 5th and Main, where the 
original building still stands 
today.

After the business moved, 
G.W.’s two sons, Joe and Bob, 
became the managers.

In the 1970’s, the Burnett 
family purchased a hardware 
store in the 600 block of West 
Main and the mercantile store 
became exclusive to selling a 
variety of furniture and appli-
ances. 

The furniture store was re-
named Burnett Furniture and 
the hardware store Burnett’s 
Hardware.

Diana Agee, granddaughter 
of G.W. Burnett, manages Bur-
nett Furniture.

Burnett’s Hardware is cur-
rently operated by her son, 
Sammy Kelch.

Nearly a decade ago, Na-
talie Kelch Kerby, daughter of 
Sammy and great great grand-
daughter of G.W. Burnett, 

opened a third business, Bur-
nett’s Boutique, located next to 
Burnett’s Hardware.

Since Natalie was a teenag-
er, she has helped out with the 
Burnett businesses. 

“We have always tried to take 
good care of our customers,” 
Diana Agee said. 

“The Burnett family looks 
forward to serving all of our 
wonderful customers for many 
years to come,” Natalie Kerby 
said.

“It was many years before 
Oklahoma would attain state-

hood and for any businessman 
to gain a toe hold, he had to 
have unusual business acu-
men, a stout constitution and 
courage,” Free-Lance writers 
said in a 1951 interview with 
the Burnetts. “The emigrant 
from Old Virginia proved he 
had all three in large portions 
by sinking his roots in one spot 
and never pulling them up.”

This year, Burnett’s will cel-
ebrate their 117th year of busi-
ness in Henryetta.

Burnett’s celebrates 117 years 
as Henryetta pioneer

by TRACY GOZA



Okmulgee’s Orpheum The-
atre will mark its 100th anni-
versary this year.

During the last days of an 
early oil boom in Okmulgee 
County, the Orpheum Theatre 
was built.  It opened Aug. 23, 
1920.

Okmulgee once had three 
theaters - the Yale, Hippo-
drome, and Orpheum, accord-
ing to owner John McConnel.

“I formed Green Country 
Theatres, Inc., and purchased 
the Orpheum in January, 
1991,” McConnel said. “First, I 
purchased the equipment from 
Carmike Cinemas. Then, I pur-
chased the building from Grif-
fith Realty Co. in Denver. 

“There was a reason for 
staging the purchase this way, 
which was to reduce the price 

of the building.  Carmike and 
their crew would have re-
moved the equipment for me 
if it had been necessary, but 
Griffith was reasonable to deal 
with,” he said.

The theatre’s original name 
was the Cook Theatre, and 
it can be seen in raised ivory 
terra cotta at the top of the Or-
pheum’s facade. However, the 
Cook name was used for only 10 
months before it was changed 
to the Orpheum Theatre.

The Orpheum’s architecture 
is a derivation of Spanish Ba-
roque Revival and many orig-
inal decorative architectural 
elements remain.  The lobby is 
an example of interior use of 
polychrome terra cotta.

Leon B. Senter designed the 
Orpheum. Senter was also the 

The Orpheum
Theatre

by PATRICK FORD

100 years of entertaining
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architect of several Okmulgee 
structures including the Com-
merce Building, the One Grand 
Place Building, the former 
Salvation Army Building, the 
Presbyterian Church, and the 
public library.   

According to a history of the 
theatre, the Orpheum was built 
on a combination movie and 
stage theatre. Movies at the 
time were silent, and depended 
on an orchestra or a pipe organ 
to provide music for the movie. 
When sound movies came, the 
Orpheum was one of the first 
of six theaters in the state to be 
equipped for sound, McConnel 
stated.

The Orpheum had a “flying 
screen,” which stagehands 
could hoist up into a 50-foot-
high stagehouse to switch from 
movies to stage use. 

Houdini, Sally Rand and 
Munchkins from “The Wizard 
of Oz” are examples of per-
formers that have graced the 
Orpheum stage, according to 
McConnel. A circus with three 
elephants and four Shetland 
ponies also performed in the 

building.
For 60 years, the stage was 

blocked, but it was uncovered 
in 2014.  The Orpheum has 
gone through several renova-
tions through the years which 
included returning the the 
original “flying screen.”

“Renovations have been 
minor,” McConnel said, “but 
a major one was uncovering 
polychrome terra cotta in the 
lobby that had been covered 
with walnut paneling. Anoth-
er minor one was replacing the 
seats in the downstairs audito-
rium.”

McConnel has also installed 
digital projectors for use in the 
theaters.  

Ms. Jackson’s Theatre, a 
group of young actors led by 
Kirsten Jackson, uses the stage 
for acting classes. Members of 
her troupe fly the screen for 
class, and then lower it after-
ward for the movie.

The Orpheum’s manager is 
Joshua Crow and there is a to-
tal staff of six.

McConnel heaped praise on 
the staff.

“They come to work on time, 
they prepare the projectors for 
showing the movie, and they 
treat customers politely,” he 
said. 

Though it’s been rough go-
ing in certain years, McConnel 
is delighted to see the business 

still around after 100 years.
There are plans in the works 

for the 100th anniversary, he 
said.

The Orpheum Theatre is lo-
cated at 210 W. 7th in historic 
downtown.
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O.K. Staudt Jeweler has been 
a fixture in downtown Okmul-
gee for many years.

On July 4, the business will 
celebrate 81 years.

Liz Staudt, whose father O.K. 
Staudt opened the business, is 
the owner. She is always excit-
ed to share her family’s story.

• • •
On the 4th of July, 1939, a 

young man named O.K. (Oscar 
Kasper) Staudt, a jeweler by 
trade, arrived in Okmulgee and 
reported to work. He came all 
the way from Fredricksburg, 
Texas where he learned his 
trade as a watchmaker/jewel-
er and worked for his eldest 
brother, a Master Jeweler. A 
sister and two brothers were 
also taught by their brother 
and pursued a jewelry career.

While working for his broth-
er, Oscar heard of a job opening 
in Okmulgee from a jewelry 

salesman. Wanting to move 
on, Oscar contacted “Hielborn 
Brothers Jewelers.” He was 
hired and moved to start “ply-
ing his trade” as a Master Jew-
eler with his own repair busi-
ness within their store.

Oscar was later introduced 
to Ruth Genevieve Bohannon, 
a local radio personality who 
was a disc jockey, fashion com-
mentator and continuity writ-
er for Radio Station KHBG Ok-
mulgee, now known as KOKL. 
Ruth’s family had a 250-acre 
dairy farm, a 20-tree fruit or-
chard and an over 100 tree pe-
can orchard with acres of corn 
and vegetables of every sort, as 
well as hay and grain for the 
cattle and hogs. The dairy was 
started in 1915 and was active 
till 1950.

Oscar and Ruth were wed 
Oct. 4, 1942. Four days after 
their marriage, O.K. left for 

three and a half years of service 
with the U.S. Army. He served 
with the 99th Signal Battalion 
attached to the Sixth Army 
Headquarters in the swamps 
of New Guinea. He contracted 
malaria and was released but 
was almost unrecognizable 
when he returned home.

The Staudts eventually 
opened their own small jew-
elry store. They had five chil-
dren: O.K. Jr., Ruth Carolyn, 
Elizabeth Ann, Helena Mae 
and William Joseph. They also 
were blessed with 12 grandchil-
dren, 41 great grandchildren 
and two great great grandchil-
dren. They were always active 
in their church and the com-
munity.

In 1983, two of their children, 
Bill and Elizabeth (Liz), joined 
them in the store. Both Bill and 
Elizabeth pursued a reputation 
of fine quality merchandise, in-
tegrity and service just as their 
father had done.

Elizabeth graduated from 
Oklahoma State Tech on Sept. 
20, 1985, where she was named 

on the Directors Honor Roll 
with an Associate’s Degree in 
Jewelry Manufacturing and 
Repairs.

The store moved to the cur-
rent location at 113 W. 6th street 
in September 1985. On March 
7, 1991, Elizabeth received her 
certificate for Diamond Grad-
ing from the Gemological In-
stitute of America.

“O.K. would have been proud 
I have continued his legacy 80 
years later,” Liz said, “I strive 
to provide the area with fine 
quality jewelry, watches, fair 
prices and good service.”

One of her Dad’s favorite say-
ings was, “Always remember, 
the bad taste of poor quality re-
mains long after the low price 
is forgotten.”

O.K. passed away on Nov. 15, 
2004, with Bill following on 
Memorial Day, May 28, 2007. 
Ruth is still alive and at home 
and will be 100 years old on 
July 18.

O.K. Staudt Jeweler is locat-
ed at 113 West 6th street and can 
be contacted at 918-756-0517.

O.K. Staudt
Jeweler

by PATRICK FORD

Serving the community for 81 years
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Members of the Staudt family assist customers during the 1980’s.

Elizabeth Staudt stands in front O.K. Staudt Jeweler.
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RON BALLARD
County Commissioner

918-267-3622
802 N Broadway Ave.

Beggs, OK 74421

Ed Johnson
County Assessor

918-758-0303
314 W 7th St. • Ste. 103
Okmulgee, OK 74447

RObert hardridge
County Commissioner

918-756-1531
611 W Wyandotte St.

Okmulgee, OK 74447

James Connors
County Commissioner

918-652-4474
31130 S 220 Rd.

Henryetta, OK 74437

Charly Frazier-criner
Court Clerk

918-756-3042
314 W 7th St. • Floor 3
Okmulgee, OK 74447

Vonna Lampkins
County Treasurer

918-756-3848
314 W 7th St. • Ste. 201
Okmulgee, OK 74447

Becky Thomas
County Clerk
918-756-0788

314 W 7th St. • Ste. 203
Okmulgee, OK 74447

Eddy Rice
County Sheriff

918-756-4311
315 W 8th St. • Ste. 102
Okmulgee, OK 74447



Cynthia Pickering
Associate District Judge

918-756-1835
314 W 7th St. • Ste. 100
Okmulgee, OK 74447

Carol Iski
District Attorney

918-756-0794
314 W 7th St. • Ste. 205
Okmulgee, OK 74447

Tim Craighton
Emergency Management

918-759-9984
110 N Alabama Ave.

Okmulgee, OK 74447

Pandee Ramirez
Special District Judge

918-756-0672
314 W 7th St. • Ste. 100
Okmulgee, OK 74447
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Kevin Stitt
State Governor (Rep.)

405-521-2342
2300 N Lincoln Blvd. • 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

James Lankford
US Senator (Rep.)

202-224-5754
401 S Boston Ave. • 2150

Tulsa, OK 74103

Matt Pinnell
State Lt. Governor (Rep.)

405-521-2161
2300 N Lincoln Blvd. • 211
Oklahoma City OK 73105

mike hunter
Attorney General (Rep.)

405-521-3921
313 NE 21st St.

Oklahoma City OK 73105

Randy McDaniel
State Treasurer (Rep.)

405-521-3191
2300 N Lincoln Blvd. • 217
Oklahoma City OK 73105

James Inhofe
US Senator (Rep.)

202-224-5754
1924 S Utica Ave. • Ste. 530

Tulsa, OK 74104

markwayne Mullin
US Representative

918-687-2533
811-A N York St.

Muskogee, OK 74403

Roger Thompson
State Senator
405-521-5588

2300 N Lincoln Blvd. • 537
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Logan Phillips
Representative • 24 (Rep.)

405-557-7306
2300 N Lincoln Blvd. • 325
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Scott Fetgatter
Representative • 16 (Rep.)

405-557-7373
2300 N Lincoln Blvd. • 248A
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
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David Hill
Principal Chief
918-732-7601
PO Box 580

Okmulgee, OK 74447

Del Beaver
Second Chief
918-732-7612
PO Box 580

Okmulgee, OK 74447

CREEK DISTRICT
A • Joseph Hicks

B • Patrick Freeman Jr.

Mcintosh district
A • Darrell Proctor
B • Adam Jones III

Muskogee District
A • Mary Crawford
B • Joyce C. Deere

Okfuskee District
A • Randall Hicks
B • Travis Scott

Okmulgee DISTRICT
A • William Lowe

B • James Jennings

Tukvpvtce District
A • Anna Marshall

B • Thomasene Yahola

Tulsa District
A • Robert Hufft

B • Lucian Tiger III

Wagoner/Roger/Mayes
A • Charles McHenry
B • Mark Randolph

MCN National Council



Okmulgee Times & Henryetta Free-Lance Focus Magazine • 2020 • 79



80 • Focus Magazine • 2020 Okmulgee Times & Henryetta Free-Lance



Okmulgee Times & Henryetta Free-Lance Focus Magazine • 2020 • 81



82 • Focus Magazine • 2020 Okmulgee Times & Henryetta Free-Lance



Okmulgee Times & Henryetta Free-Lance Focus Magazine • 2020 • 83

Sudden Link
877-794-2724
suddenlink.com
Direct TV
9888-866-3008

directtv.com
Cox
800-364-7511
cox.com
AT&T
800-288-2020
att.com
Beggs Telephone & 
Internet
918-267-3636

@AtLink
405-753-7151
atlinkservices.com
Exede Internet
918-756-0833
BTC Broadband
918-366-8000
btcbroadband.com

City of Okmulgee
918-756-4060
114 E 4th St
County • Okmulgee
918-756-1721
14195 Dentonville Road
Rural Water District #7
City of Henryetta
918-652-3348
114 S 4th St
Henryetta Area
918-652-2308
PO Box 176
Rural Water District #5
Beggs Municipal
918-267-5935
108 N Broadway St
County • Morris
918-733-2441
20270 Hwy 52
Rural Water District #4
Schulter
918-652-9546
23225 Hemp Avenue
Rural Water District #1
County • Mounds
918-827-6350
11003 Hectorville Road
Rural Water District #6

Okmulgee Tag Office
918-756-8777
501 E 6th St
Henryetta Tag Office
918-652-4313
324 W Main St
Morris Tag Agency
918-733-1365
317 S Hughes
Salvation Army
918-756-9224
112 E 8th St • Okmulgee
Deep Fork
Community Action
918-756-2826
223 W 6th St • Okmulgee
Oklahoma DHS
918-752-2000
505 N Wood • Okmulgee
Okmulgee County 
Youth Service
918-756-7700
1950 N Okmulgee Ave
Okmulgee
Okmulgee County 
Homeless Shelter
918-756-9098
214 N Morton • Okmulgee

County E-911
918-759-2112
315 W 8th St • Okmulgee
County Jail
918-752-0983
315 W 8th St • Okmulgee
County Conservation
918-756-8111
719 E 8th St, Ste B
Okmulgee
Election Board
918-756-2365
314 W 7th St, Ste 102
Okmulgee
County Emergency 
Management
918-756-9984
110 N Alabama • Okmul-
gee
County Garage
District 1
918-756-1531
611 W Wyandotte
Okmulgee
County Extension 
Office
918-756-1958
1901 N Oklahoma Ave.
Okmulgee

Okmulgee Post Office
918-756-3747
111 W 4th St
Henryetta Post Office
918-652-7834
201 N 5th St
Beggs Post Office
918-267-4187
106 N Choctaw St
Morris Post Office
918-733-2224
321 S 2nd St
Preston Post Office
918-756-1878
10040 Polk Ave
Dewar Post Office
918-652-8655
104 N Broadway
Schulter Post Office
918-652-7553
13445 Ginger St

AEP-PSO Public
Service Company
888-261-3523
psoklahoma.com
East Central REC
918-756-0833
OG&E
800-743-5000
oge.com
ONG
800-664-5463
oklahomanaturalgas.com

http://suddenlink.com/
http://directtv.com/
http://cox.com/
http://att.com/
http://atlinkservices.com/
http://btcbroadband.com/
http://psoklahoma.com/
http://oge.com/
http://oklahomanaturalgas.com/
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OKMULGEE
Arby’s
129 S Wood Dr.
918-756-1348

Boom-A-Rang Diner
600 E 6th St.
918-756-4111

Braum’s
1200 S Wood Dr.
918-756-0341

Burger King
2800 N Wood Dr.
918-756-6371

Carl’s Jr.
1300 N Wood Dr.
918-758-4363

China Buffet
108 E 6th St.
918-756-9900

Cinco de Mayo
104 S Morton Ave.
918-756-0341

Coleman’s Bakery
118 N Seminole Ave.
918-756-0560

Cowboy Cafe (OSUIT)
1801 E 4th St.
918-293-4970

Dairy Queen
1000 E 6th St.
918-756-4554

Daddy B’s BBQ
212 E 6th St.
918-482-1066

Debi’s Filling Station

Cafe
200 S Wood Dr.
918-756-8117

Domino’s
1110 S Wood Dr.
918-756-1700

Donut top Daylight 
Donuts
1000 S Wood Dr.
918-756-0012

El Charro
1512 N Wood Dr.
918-752-0211

El Tapatio
315 S Wood Dr.
918-752-0649

House of Smoke BBQ
419 N Wood Dr.
918-752-0007

Hunan Chinese
Restaurant
2012 S Wood Dr. Ste. H
918-756-8288

KFC
1016 E 6th St.
918-756-6262

Kirby’s Cafe
219 W 6th St.
918-756-8480

Mazzio’s Pizza
1414 S Wood Dr.
918-664-4444

McDonald’s
480 S Wood Dr.
918-756-7314

Pizza Hut
407 S Wood Dr.
918-756-7461

Sam’s Southern Eatery
1002 E 10th St.
918-304-2080

Sonic Drive-in
900 E 6th St.
918-756-2700

Steak & Eggs
908 E 6th St.
918-756-1862

Subway
200 N Wood Dr.
918-756-5300

Taco Bell
2006 S Wood Dr.
918-756-2237

Taco Mayo
1509 S Wood Dr.
918-756-6215

Tavern 56
100 S Morton Ave.
918-938-0356

T&R Internet Coffee CafÉ
215 W 7th St.
501-617-3451

Henryetta
Arby’s
312 E Main St.
918-652-4625

Braum’s
816 E Main St.
918-652-3718

Burger King
908 E Trudgeon St.
918-394-2493

Cheezie’s Pizza
301 E Main St.
918-652-9100

Classic Diner
105 E Main St.
918-652-4000

Donut Palace
306 E Main St.
918-652-3338

El Charro
902 E Industrial Rd.
918-650-9097

Harvey-Q’s BBQ
101 E Main St. Ste. C
918-268-2503

KFC
412 W Main St.
918-652-8818

Mazzio’s Pizza
823 E Main St.
918-664-4444

McDonald’s
500 W Main St.
918-652-7757

Mona’s Rose of Sharon 
Restaurant
502 McLaughlin
918-650-5333

New China
512 N 5th St.
918-652-8000

Rustler’s BBQ
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806 Industry Rd.
918-650-9800

Shack & Co.
509 W Main St.
918-652-9809

Shoney’s
610 E Main St.
918-650-9611

Smokey’s BBQ
116 N 2nd St.
918-650-9696

Sonic Drive-in
504 E Main St.
918-652-9133

Subway
514 E Main St.
918-652-4757

Taco Bell
505 E Main St.
918-652-3358

Taco Bueno
902 E Trudgeon St.
918-319-5025

Beggs
Beggs Diner
101 E Main St.
918-267-2626

Mills Hillbilly bbq
200 N Broadway Ave.
918-267-6000

Penny’s
101 E Main St.
918-267-2626

Shaffer’s Drive-in

109 US Hwy 16
918-267-4437

Simple Simon’s Pizza
211 S Broadway Ave.
918-267-4460

Ranch Bar & Grill
2548 N Hwy 75
918-267-1212

TJ’s Grill
10355 E Hwy 16
918-267-2536

DEWAR
Midway Grogery & Deli
1503 W 6th St.
918-652-4387

Tapatio Mexican
restaurant
1502 W 6th St.
918-652-3488

Morris
Eagles Corner
18795 Old Morris Hwy
918-733-4215

Simple Simon’s Pizza
117 E Ozark St.
918-733-1349

Twin Hills
Twin Hills Convenience 
Plaza
18902 Hwy 16
918-733-1344

Okmulgee
Bel-air Motel
1508 S Wood Dr.
918-756-2713

Best Western
3499 N Wood Dr.
918-756-9200

Budget Inn
312 N Okmulgee Ave.
918-756-0340

Days Inn
1221 S Wood Dr.
918-758-0660

Holiday Inn
Express & Suites
2780 N Wood Dr.
918-756-0100

Super 9 Inn
918 S Wood Dr.
918-756-1600

Henryetta
Days Inn
810 E Trudgeon St.
918-650-7808

Green Country Inn
2004 US Hwy 75
918-652-9988

Highway 75 RV Park
13705 Coalton Rd.
918-759-0120

Kellogg’s Trail 
Motel
9940 Hornbeam Rd.
918-650-9800

Relax Inn
618 E Trudgeon St.
918-652-2539

Beggs
Tulsa RV Ranch
2538 US Hwy 75
918-267-9000
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